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held off stiff competition to maintain that posi- 
tion as the Crimson Tide prepares to open the 
2001 season. See Page 7. 
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Pessimism Accompanies Delay 


by Kirk McNair 


Speculation abounds as 
Alabama waits for NCAA 
to make its allegations 


hen it comes to activity by the 

NCAA regarding Alabama's foot- 

ball program, few with the best 
interests of The University at heart would 
have high hopes. And since the NCAA 
Enforcement Staff is going to miss the in- 
tended date of its conclusion of the inyesti- 
gation into Alabama football by a full sea- 
son-summer-there has been additional time 
for futile speculation. That speculation even 
extended to the possibility that the Letter of 
Inquiry, which everyone knows Alabama is 
going to get, had been received prior to the 
six-month mark at which point the NCAA is 
required to notify The University of its 
“progress.” 

To recap briefly. An NCAA vice president, 
David Price, wrote to The University on 
February 21 saying a preliminary inquiry 
was under way and that it was hoped it 
could be completed by June 1, The NCAA 
has to inform The University of the status of 
that investigation within six months (by 
August 22) if it is not complete. However, it 
should also be noted that no one is required 
to make public any aspect of the Letter of 
Inquiry, or even to reveal that it has been 
sent and received. 

For instance, Kentucky recently received a 
Letter of Inquiry into its football program 
and kept that fact quiet for 10 days. 

A source who has kept very close to the 
investigation was sure that the letter had not 
come before August 20. He believed that the 
letter either would come by Friday, August 
24, or would not come until after the open- 
ing football game, meaning aller September 
L. He said he did not think the NCAA would 
add the burden of that letter to an already 
full week for Bama in Dennis Franchione’s 
career debut as head coach in a nationally- 
televised game against UCLA. The source 
said if he had to guess at a date of arrival it 
would be Friday, September 7. 

Several sources have said that the investi- 
gation is over and that the NCAA 
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Enforcement Staff is now down to the busi- 
ness of wriling its letter. 

What delayed the investigation? No one 
can say with authority, although the NCAA 
will say that “additional information” arose. 
It was reported that the final inquiry con- 
cerned Alabama's 1996 recruitment of 
Kenny Smith, who ended up at Tennessee. 
There was a reliable report that NCAA in- 
vestigators were told by a Tennessee booster 
that an Alabama booster had given Smith 
money. (Those NCAA investigators gave no 
credence to a Tennessee faculty member that 
Tennessee was guilty of academic fraud, but 
have reportedly checked out every allegation 
from Tennessee boosters against Alabama.) 

Almost everyone involved with the inves- 
ligation at Alabama declines comment on 
the case on the basis that no one should 
comment if to do so might hinder the inves- 
ligation, 

One disturbing report after Kentucky re- 
ceived its letter came from someone close to 
the Kentucky situation. Although he said he 
couldn't reveal his source, he said he be- 
lieved it to be reliable and that source said 
“Alabama is going to get nailed.” Would an 
NCAA Enforcement Staff member have tried 
to soften the blow of the letter to Kentucky 
by telling someone there what its allegations 
against Alabama would be? 


peculation includes when Alabama 

might get its day in court, so to speak. 

Throughout the ordeal Alabama offi- 
cials have said they are aware of the direc- 
tion the investigation has taken, that repre- 
sentatives of The University have been pre- 
sent at every interview. Thus, it is said, 
Alabama's legal team will be prepared to an- 
swer whatever charge the letter may bring 
and can respond quickly. 

Back in the days when there was some be- 
lief that the Enforcement Staff would get its 
work done in a reasonable time frame, 
Alabama hoped to appear before the 
Infractions Committee no later than 
November, which would give Alabama the 
hope of having its penalties (if any) public 
before the 2001 football Signing Day, 
February 6, Last January Alabama prospects 
were bombarded by recruiting opponents 
with “information” on what penalties 
Alabama was going to receive. At least one 
top prospect, lifelong Tide fan Carnell 
Williams. said he signed elsewhere 


(Auburn) because of the penalties Alabama 
faced. If Alabama does not get before the 
Infractions Committee in November, the 
next opportunity will be February and so 
Alabama will have suffered yet another un- 
official penalty in its recruiting efforts, 

Although the Enforcement Staff, the 
NCAA bureaucrats who conduct investiga- 
tions, and the Infractions Committee, made 
up primarily of academicians of NCAA insti- 
tutions, are not the same thing,, The 
University of Alabama could be excused for 
putting them all in the boat, the good ship 
“Incompetent.” 

Generally speaking, members of the com- 
mittee are decent people. However, in 1995 
when Alabama first went before the 
Infractions Committee, that committee 
threw out the self-imposed penalty of four 
scholarship losses that had been recom- 
mended by the Enforcement Staff. It was 
later learned there were no fewer than three 
viciously anti-Alabama members on the 
committee, and the result was Alabama 
being hammered with unprecedented and 
outrageous (and, later, admittedly incorrect) 
penalties, David Swank, the Oklahoma law 
professor who was chairman of that dis- 
graceful committee and had the humiliating 
duty of issuing a public apology for its in- 
competence, is no longer a member of the 
committee. 

That experience should give Alabama offi- 
cials pause when considering the appease- 
ment of self-imposed penalties. Very good 
sources say Alabama self-reported some vio- 
lations. Naturally, Alabama will accept re- 
sponsibility for those. One question be- 
comes how hard Alabama will fight those al- 
legations with which it does not agree. 
Another concerns those reports of self-im- 
posed penalties. One published report said 
Alabama would agree to sign seven to nine 
fewer than the permitted 25 new players in 
the upcoming signing period. The father*el 
one Alabama prospect said he was told Bama 
will sign only 18. It has also been reported 
that Alabama would take itself out of bow] 
consideration this year. (One press humorist 
said during the team’s first scrimmage that it 
was an exhibition to make a team want to 
self-impose a bow! ban.) However, just as 
the Infractions Committee refused to accept 
Alabama's self-imposed penalty in 1995, it 
must be considered they will add to any sug- 
gestions Alabama makes. 
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Football Preview: 


Fran’s First Tide Ready For Start 
2001 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 29 

Oct. 6 


by Kirk McNair 
Series Record 

Tied, 1-] 

Alabama leads, 56-18-4 
Alabama leads, 29-6-2 
Alabama leads, 7-4-0 
Alabama leads, 10-0-0 
First Meeting 

Alabama leads, 39-7-2 
Alabama leads, 42-34-7 


Opponent Site 
UCLA Tuscaloosa 
Vanderbilt Nashville 
Southern Miss Birmingham 
Arkansas Tuscaloosa 
South Carolina Columbia 
Texas-El Paso Birmingham 
Oct. 13 Mississippi Oxford 
Oct. 20 Tennessee Tuscaloosa 
Nov. 3 LSU Tuscaloosa Alabama leads. 42-17- 
Nov. 10 Mississippi State Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 67-15- 
Nov. 17 Auburn Auburn Alabama leads, 37-27- 
Southeastern Conference Championship Game 
Dec. 1 TBA Atlanta Alabama has 2-3 record 


Preparation appears to be 
good, but schedule is hard 
beginning with UCLA 


ennis Franchione plans to savor the 
moment...but for only a moment. 
He knows that it will be a special 


lime on Saturday night, September 1, when 
he leaves the tunnel from the Alabama 
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dressing room and comes out under the 
South end goalpost. But he also knows that 
he has only a brief time to enjoy what will 
certainly be a tumultuous welcome as head 
football coach of the Alabama Crimson Tide. 
It will be time to go to work. 

Actually, it will be time to continue work, 
because work, along with organization and 
inspiration, have marked the first months of 
the Franchione era. 

Fairly or not, the Alabama faithful have 
nearly the same expectations that preceded 
the disastrous 2000 season. A year ago 
Alabama was being picked as one of the na- 
tion’s top football teams. The Tide went to 
Pasadena and had its number three pre-sea- 
son ranking handed to it, 35-24 in a loss to 
UCLA that was worse than the final score. 
And from there it was on to 3-8, dismissal of 
the previous football staff, and the opportu- 
nity for Franchione. 

There is no question there is a mood of 
optimism in the Alabama camp. The players 
have come under a different type coach, one 
who demands discipline, but who also has a 
knack for making his players and assistant 
coaches partners in the effort. Junior part- 
ners, to be sure, because Franchione is the 
absolute boss. 

Those attempting to predict the season for 
Alabama have had a difficult time of it. 


Franchione alluded to that when he ad- 
dressed the media at the Southeastern 
Conference’s pre-season media event in 
Birmingham. He noted that Alabama had 
been a 10-3 team in 1999 and a 3-8 team in 
2000 and it was challenging to predict a 
record for this season. 

Alabama has generally been picked to fin- 
ish behind LSU and Mississippi State in the 
SEC Western Division and to finish around 
20th to 25th nationally. Franchione has said 
that he expects Alabama to be a winner, and 
hopes that it doesn't take too long, But he 
also pointed out that UCLA is a quality op- 
ponent, a team that returns a 2,000-yard 
passer (Cory Paus, who suffered a game- 
ending injury on the first series against 
Alabama last year), a 1,000-yard rusher 
(DeShaun Foster, who ripped Bama for 187 
yards and three touchdowns on 42 carries in 
Pasadena). and a receiver who caught over 
50 passes (Brian Poli-Dixon, who had 53 re- 
ceptions for 750 yards, including one for a 
31-yard touchdown against Bama in 2000). 

Bama is opening with a big game. That's 
one reason the contest was selected for na- 
tional television. The cable network, ESPN, 
will broadcast the game beginning at 6:45 
p-m. CDT, Additionally, the network’s popu- 
lar Gameday show with Chris Fowler, Lee 
Corso and Kirk Herbstreit will originate 


rom the southwest corner of The Quad on 
Alabama's campus. 

Alabama had come under some pressure 
to host UCLA two days earlier, a Thursday 
night game. In some respects, that appealed 
to Franchione. It would have given his staff 
a couple of extra days to get ready for the 
first SEC game, at Vanderbilt on September 
8. However. the opening game is expected to 
attract a large number of high school foot- 
ball prospects, players who for the most part 
would not have been able to be in 
Tuscaloosa on a Thursday night. 


here have been all sorts of examples 
| of how this Alabama team should be 
more prepared than last year's squad 
was. Emblematic of that was the plan [or the 
weekend before the opening game. 
Alabama's players were to get a dress re- 
hearsal, Starting Friday after practice on 
August 24, the team was to go through the 
same sequence of events that will occur on 
opening weekend. The team was to go 
through a normal Saturday of meetings and 
the team meal and then Saturday night have 
a “mock game” in shorts, The squad was to 
go through a script that includes every game 
eventuality, “By the time we play UCLA, 
everything that can happen will have hap- 
pened,” Franchione said, 
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One of the most pleasant surprises of Alabama’s pre-season work has been the play of tailback Ray 
Hudson. Hudson was a defensive back. Following spring practice Head Coach Dennis Franchione, hav- 
ing heard Hudson had been a high school tailback, looked at film of Hudson as a prep star and moved 
him to tailback. He has the best “speed burst” of any of the Crimson Tide running backs. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


And does Alabama win that scripted 
game? “You bet,” the coach said. 

But it has been much more than that. 
Early on Franchione made it clear to his 
team that their lives had changed. It was not 
so much a threat as a promise, a promise 
that they would be prepared for what is ex- 
pected of them...and of what they would 
expect of themselves. It was in the class- 
room and in the weightroom, and the results 
were remarkable. Players like defensive end 
Antwan Odom and fullback Marvin Brown, 
who seemed destined for academic ineligi- 
bility, were given the resources they needed 
to succeed. In the case of Odom, he suffers 
from sleep apnea disorder and was helped 
medically. For Brown, it was a matter of 
being given the motivation to apply himself. 
Now both are solid back-ups. (However, de- 
fensive end Shawn Oglesby came up short 
on his academic requirements.) 

Franchione is a great believer in a team 
being strong. Alabama went to work in the 
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weight room under Ben Pollard and broke 
virtually every weight-lifting record in 
Alabama history. The improvement in Tide 
strength was astounding, even to someone 
with the great expectations Franchione has. 
And it didn’t stop with spring semester fi- 
nals. Most of the team, including every up- 
coming senior, was in Tuscaloosa through 
the two-week interim period between spring 
semester and the beginning of summer 
school. The entire team was in Tuscaloosa 
with the beginning of summer school. 

The summer conditioning seemed to pay 
dividends as Alabama went through two-a- 
day practices at a brisk pace in August. 
Alabama players were able to learn, to stay 
focused through the fatigue. And injuries 
were at a minimum. (However, safety Tyler 
Harris has not sufficiently recovered from a 
shoulder ailment that required two opera- 
tions and has given up football.) 

In pre-season camp, before the start of 
practices, Franchione put the team together 
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in a dorm. The squad rose together for 
breakfast, went to meetings and workouts 
together, even went to church together on 
Sundays. Only after the start of classes were 
the 105 who took part in fall drills released 
to their apartments and college life that is as 
normal as it can be for a football player at a 
football school. 


he biggest question regarding person- 

nel was going unanswered by the 

head coach, although actions may 
speak louder than words. Franchione said 
he would not discuss the depth chart at 
quarterback because he did not want to an- 
nounce the situation to UCLA. 

In truth, it is not likely that UCLA would 
change its game plan if it knew which man 
would be Alabama's quarterback to start the 
game. Until there is reason for an opponent 
to do otherwise, expect Alabama to face de- 
fenses that jam up the running lanes and 
dare the quarterback to complete a pass. 

Based on work during two-a-days, it ap- 
peared that junior Tyler Watts was moving 
more and more towards first team status. 
However, even if he is not the starter, senior 
Andrew Zow will probably be in the playing 
picture. 

Almost as big a quarterback question is 
the status of freshman Brodie Croyle (and, 
to a lesser extent, freshman Spencer 
Pennington). It is likely both freshmen will 
be redshirted. In fact, Pennington has had 
virtually no work with the varsity. Croyle 
would probably have to beat out both Watts 
and Zow, earning starting status, to avoid 
being held out. Franchione does not plan to 
waste a year of Croyle’s eligibility in order 
for him to be a back-up. 

Wide receiver was considered one of 
Alabama's strongest positions even before 
the start of fall camp. The return of the likes 
of Freddie Milons, Antonio Carter and Jason 
McAddley assured quality on the flanks. 
During the two-a-days a handful of others 
made big strides. They included Triandos 
Luke, Dre Fulgham, Tarry Givens, and even 
walk-ons Joel Babb and Lance Taylor. 

Obviously, quarterback play will have to 
be adequate in order for the wide receivers 
(and tight end Terry Jones) to have an im- 
pact on the offense. But it is also important 
that Alabama's running game show improve- 
ment if the passing game is to open up. 

Franchione has been very pleased with the 
runners. He said that tailback Brandon 
Miree “is a different player than he was in 
the spring.” He noted that Miree had come 
back lighter and quicker and that whereas 
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Sophomore nose tackle Anthony Bryant has the size, strength and speed to be an exceptional defensive lineman. He needs to be more consistent, though, in 


order to win the starting job. 


Miree had been very poor in catching passes 
and pitchouts in the spring, “I don’t think 
he’s dropped a ball.” 

He said he was “gaining confidence in all 
the tailbacks,” noting that Ahmaad 
Galloway, Ray Hudson (who moved from 
defense), and Santonio Beard all showed im- 
provement. Hudson, particularly has drawn 
the attention of Franchione because of his 
speed. 

Although Brown has made “giant im- 
provement” at fullback, he’s still behind 
spring sensation Donnie Lowe. 

While the attention is usually on the quar- 
terbacks, running backs, and wide receivers, 
the success of the offense rests primarily on 
the efficiency of the offensive line. Alabama 
has an inexperienced front. Dante Ellington 
has started for two years at one tackle or an- 
other and is poised to have his best year at 
strongside tackle. The only other returning 
starter is strongside guard Dennis 
Alexander, but he may have lost his spot to 
Marico Portis, who moved from quickside 
guard to make room for redshirt freshman 
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Justin Smiley. Alonzo Ephraim has held on 
to his starting job at center, as has Wesley 
Britt at quickside tackle. 


t will surprise no one if Alabama has a 

reasonably good defense. There are a 

number of players who have proved in 
the past to be winning players. Most teams 
are short of defensive linemen. Alabama 
would like to have a few more defensive 
tackles, but the Tide is loaded with ends, 
and a couple of them can play inside. 

There are linebackers with proven experi- 
ence, there are young linebackers with un- 
limited potential, and there is Saleem 
Rasheed, who seems to be headed back to 
stardom now that he has been placed at 
middle linebacker. 

The secondary was expected to be a weak 
link, but early returns indicate another 
Franchione innovation—using one assistant 
coach for cornerbacks and another for 
safeties—will pay dividends. Gerald Dixon 
and Hirchel Bolden have been the most con- 
sistent cornerbacks, but the big surprise has 


Barry Fikes Photo 


been Roberto McBride (who will also be the 
nickel back). McBride wasn’t even expected 
to return to the team this fall, and he cer- 
tainly wasn’t counted on to contribute great- 
ly. But he has been very solid as a back-up 
cornerback, good enough that Carlos 
Andrews is moving to back-up strong safety. 
Shontua Ray will be the starting strong safe- 
ty, but former walk-on Waine Bacon has 
been a very pleasant surprise. Reggie Myles 
is the safety. 

About the only question on the defensive 
line is whether sophomore Anthony Bryant, 
who missed last year for academic reasons, 
can marshall his considerable skills consis- 
tently and beat out former walk-on, senior 
David Daniel, at nose tackle. Jarret Johnson 
will play strictly at tackle this year, which 
should be a better position for him than 
end,where he was forced to play much of 
last year. 

Ends Kindal Moorehead and Kenny King 
were injured last year, Moorehead out for 
the season with an Achilles tear, King limit- 
ed by a shoulder “stinger.” Both have ap- 
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peared fine in pre-season, as have back-ups 
Antwan Odom, Aries Monroe and Nautyn 
McKay-Loescher, Both Moorehead and King 
are likely to see some playing time at tackle. 

Alabama has three men, including 
Rasheed, who have been starting lineback- 
ers. Rasheed is backed by Darius Gilbert 
and Victor Ellis is number one at strongside 
safety. (This staff moved Rasheed from 
suongside to middle and Ellis from middle 
to strongside.) And looking for a linebacker 
star of the future? 1t could be rover Brooks 
Daniels. Or it could be true freshman 
Freddie Roach. 


nother Franchione innovation was a 
Am: scrimmage,” held two 

weeks before the opening game. The 
event at Bryant-Denny Stadium saw the 
Tide working on kickoffs, punts and field 
goals, 

The kicking workout was typical of a 
Franchione practice in that several func- 
tions occurred simultaneously. While the 
punt and punt return teams were on the 
field, on one end of the sidelines coaches 
worked with the field goal rush and protec- 
tion units, and at the other end of the side- 
lines kickoff return and coverage units were 
drilled. 


Franchione has a unique approach to spe- 
cial teams. Mark Tommerdahl is the kicking 
game coordinator, but all of the assistant 
coaches have a role in the kicking game, in- 
cluding a different assistant being “head 
coach” of each facet of the kicking game 
and other coaches being his assistants in 
that facet. The result is a lot of individual 
attention with no coach having more than 
two players to coach. 

Franchione reiterated that “the best peo- 
ple play” on special teams. “You don't take a 
play off in the kicking game,” he said. 

As for individuals who were standouts, 
Franchione said that diminutive Brandon 
Brooks (5-4, 157), who had two nice kickoff 
returns, “is hard to see, which is a benefit 
on kickoff returns, and he has quick feet 
and speed, We lost contain once, which we 
can't do, and he took advantage of it.” 

One player who had a disappointing day 
on kickoff returns was the team’s fastest 
player, Jason McAddley. “He can't drop the 
ball,” Franchione said. “He had his opportu- 
nities and didn't take very good care of it.” 

Franchione is very pleased with place- 
kicker Neal Thomas, who has been good on 
almost all of his field goal tries in pre-sea- 
son. “Neal is hitting the ball good,” the 
coach said. “He is very confident and has a 


great mentality. There's no shakiness about 
him. He has complete focus.” 

Franchione said that every coach wants 
touchdowns from the offense. But, he said, 
when the offense stalls, “Neal erases the 
mistakes of the offense to some extent. 
Anytime we can get close enough for him to 
have a kick of 50 yards or less, we have a 
chance to get points.” 

As far as a “depth chart" among kickers, 
Franchione said that Lane Bearden would 
be the punter, backed up by Michael Ziifle. 
Bearden is the kickoff man (Franchione said 
he had been kicking six-to-eight yards deep 
in the end zone), backed up by Thomas. 
And that Thomas was clearly the field goal 
and extra point kicker. The back-up would 
seem to be freshman Mike McLaughlin, 
who almost certainly will be redshirted if 
Thomas stays healthy. 

Nick Ridings, who broke his foot in the 
summer, was wearing a protective boot 
through most of pre-season camp, but was 
expected to be cleared for play in time for 
the opener. He is the deep snapper. He's 
backed up by freshman walk-on Boone 
Stutz (who had planned to walk on at TCU 
until Franchione and his staff moved to 
Alabama), Guard Justin Smiley is also capa- 
ble of snapping. 


Guess At Depth Chart As Tide Prepares For UCLA 


Here is a look at how Alabama's depth chart is shaping up as the Crimson Tide prepares to open the 2001 football season against UCLA. 
Alabama does not issue an official depth chart, so this is an educated guess. There are a handful of positions where there is little difference be- 
tween the number one and number two man (such as quarterback) or the number two and number three. Generally speaking, Head Coach 
Dennis Franchione expects to go two deep at most positions. It is possible there could be another position change or two before the first game. 
This depth chart includes 12 positions on offense because sometimes Bama will have an extra wide receiver rather than a tight end or fullback. 
We believe most freshmen will be redshirted this year. Although we have included the scholarshipped freshmen in the depth chart, those we ex- 


pect to be redshirted are designated with an asterisk (*). 


OFFENSE 
Split End-Jason McAddley, Triandos Luke, Tarry Givens, 

Brandon Greer 
Quickside Tackle—Wesley Britt, Atlas Herrion, Shaun Williams, 

*Von Ewing 
Quickside Guard—Justin Smiley, Keith Stephens, Danny Martz 
Center—Alonzo Ephraim, Evan Mathis, *J.B, Closner 
Strongside Guard—Marico Portis, Dennis Alexander, Bart Raulston, 

*Mark Sanders 
Strongside Tackle—Dante Ellington, Lannis Baxley, Matt Lomax 
Tight End-Terry Jones, Donald Clarke, Theo Sanders, David Cavan, 

*Clint Johnston 
Quarterback—Tyler Watts, Andrew Zow, Jonathan Richey, 

*Brodie Croyle, *Spencer Pennington 
Tailback—-Ahmaad Galloway, Brandon Miree, Ray Hudson, 

Santonio Beard, Josh Smith, *Marquez Dupree 
Fullback—Donnie Lowe, Marvin Brown, Nick Signaigo, Nathan Cox 
Flanker—Freddie Milons, Sam Collins, Michael James, Lance Taylor 
Slotback—Antonio Carter, Dre Fulgham, Joel Babb, Brandon Brooks 


DEFENSE 
Left End—Kindal Moorehead, Antwan Odom, *Mark Anderson 
Nose Tackle—David Daniel, Anthony Bryant, Allen Hollie 
Tackle—Jarret Johnson, Derek Sanders, Gerard Clark, 
Rhodie Larson 
Right End—Kenny King, Aries Monroe 
Nautyn McKay-Loescher, *Todd Bates 
Strongside Linebacker—Victor Ellis, Cornelius Wortham, 
Brandon Dean 
Middle Linebacker-Saleem Rasheed, Darius Gilbert, 
Freddie Roach 
Rover—Brooks Daniels, Jason Rawls, Adam Cox, Brad Biehl 
Left Cornerback—Gerald Dixon, Roberto McBride, 
Hamid Haqq 
Right Cornerback—Hirchel Bolden, Thurman Ward, 
*Charlie Peprah 
Strong Safety-Shontua Ray, Waine Bacon, 
Carlos Andrews, *Juke King 
Safety—Reggie Myles, Charles Jones, Chris James, 
*Roman Harper 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Punter—Lane Bearden, Michael Ziifle 
Snapper—Nick Ridings, Boone Stutz, Justin Smiley 


Kickoff—Lane Bearden, Neal Thomas, Michael Ziifle Placekicker—-Neal Thomas, *Mike McLaughlin 


Holder—Jonathan Richey, Lane Bearden 


Punt Returns—Freddie Milons, Brandon Brooks, Antonio Carter, Roberto McBride 
Kickoff Returns—Freddie Milons, Brandon Brooks, Shontua Ray, Jason McAddley, Triandos Luke 
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Name, Pos. 


Thurman Ward, LCB 6-1 
Antonio Carter, SE 5-9 
Dre Fulgham, SB 6-1 
Gerald Dixon, LCB 5-11 
Andrew Zow, QB 6-3 
Marvin Brown, FB 6-0 
Sam Collins, FL 6-1 
Freddie Roach, LB 6-2 
Victor Ellis, SLB 6-2 
Mare Miller, QB 6-1 
Carlos Andrews, LCB 6-0 
Saleem Rasheed, MLB 6-3 
Brodie Croyle, QB 6-2 
Spencer Pennington, QB 6-4 
Tyler Watts, QB 6-3 
Freddie Milons, FL 5-11 


Cornelius Wortham, SLB 6-1 


Jonathan Richey, QB 6-1 
Brooks Daniels, ROV 6-2 
Roberto McBride, LCB 5-9 
Charles Jones, FS 6-0 
Shaud Williams, TB 5-8 
Aries Monroe, LDE 6-4 
Marquez Dupree, TB 6-0 
Reggie Myles, FS 6-0 
Waine Bacon, FS 5-10 
Hirchel Bolden, RCB 6-0 
Lance Taylor, FL 5-9 
Charlie Peprah, FS 5-11 
Ray Hudson, TB 5-11 
Corey Ferguson, LCB 5-10 
Ahmaad Galloway, TB 6-1 
Hamid Haqq, LCB 6-0 
Nick Signaigo, FB 6-3 
Adam Cox, ROV 6-1 
Chris James, FS 6-0 
Shontua Ray, SS 5-11 
Josh Smith, TB 5-10 
Santonio Beard, TB 6-1 
Michael Ziifle, P-PK 6-0 
Joel Babb, SB 6-0 
Anthony Madison, RCB = 5-9 
~ Nathan Cox, FB 6-1 
Ty Tyreus, RCB 5-10 
Roman Harper, LCB 6-1 
PJ. Fletcher, ROV 6-2 
Brandon Miree, TB 6-2 
Jason Rawls, ROV 6-0 
Lane Bearden, P 6-2 
Eric Moore, RCB 5-10 
Juke King, SS 6-2 
Mike McLaughlin, PK 6-1 


Matt Summerford, MLB 6-2 


190 Fr 
191 Jr 
204 So 
184 Jr 
220 Sr 
252 Jr 
181 Jr 
225 Fr 
230 Sr 
240 So 
LOL So 
204 Jr 
183 Fr 
215 Fr 
204 Jr 
187 Sr 
216 So 
208 Sr 
201 So 
172 So 
175 So 
185 Jr 
239 Sr 
219 Fr 
194 Sr 
180 Jr 
192 Jr 
186 So 
187 Fr 
197 Fr 
170 So 
215 Jr 
178 So 
231 Fr 
231 Sr 
185 Fr 
209 Sr 
190 Fr 
215 So 
240 Pr 
192 Sr 
173 Fr 
224 Fr 
175 Fr 
176 Fr 
213 Fr 
215 So 
206 Fr 
210 Jr 
193 Jr 
223 Fr 
203 Fr 
208 So 


RS 
2L 
IL 
2L 
3L 
2L 
2L 
HS 


HS 


Hometown 
Starkville, Miss. 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Montevallo 
Burtonsville, Md. 
Lake Butler, Fla. 
Hyattsville, Md. 
Fayette 

Killen 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Gadsden 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Birmingham 
Rainbow City 
Fayette 

Pelham 
Starkville, Miss. 


Calhoun City, Miss. 


Geraldine 

Jasper, Fla. 
Lakeland, Fla. 
Waynesboro, Ga, 
Andrews, Texas 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Philadelphia, Miss. 
Pascagoula, Miss. 
Ft. Washington, Md. 
Dothan 

Mt. Vernon 
Plano, Texas 
Bonifay, Fla, 
Montgomery 
Millington, Tenn. 
Huntsville 
Collierville, Tenn. 
Jasper 

Albany, Ga. 
Montevallo 
Mountain Brook 
Nashville 
Newnan, Ga. 
Phenix City 
Thomasville 
Spanish Fort 
Geneva 

Prattville 
Panama City, Fla. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Statesboro, Ga. 
Helena 

Mobile 

Theodore 
Gautier, Miss. 
Oneonta 


2001 Alabama Football Reporting Roster 


HAgt Wet ClExp 


Name, Pos. Hgt Wet Cl Exp 
> fet Anderson, LDE 6-6 210 Fr HS 
Neal Thomas, PK 5-11 192 Sr IL 
Donnie Lowe, FB 6-2 249S0 IL 
Nick Ridings, SN 6-0 245 So IL 
Matt MeMullin, SLB 6-2 221 Fr HS 
Evan Mathis, C 6-5 281 Fr RS 
Keith Stephens, OG 6-2 364 Jr Sq 
Patrick Hollingsworth, C 6-1 336 Jr Sq 
Brandon Dean, SLB 6-1 231 Fr RS 
Kindal Moorehead, RDE 6-4 288 Jr 2L 
Kenny King, LDE 6-5 277 Jr 2b 
Todd Bates, SLB 6-4 230 Fr HS 
David Daniel, NT 6-0 274 Sr IL 
Alonzo Ephraim, C 6-4 292 Jr IL 
Brad Biel, ROV 5-11 287 Sa Sq 
Rhodie Larson, NT 6-1 270 Jr Tr 
Von Ewing, QT 6-5 306 Fr HS 
Boone Stutz, SN 6-5 290 Fr HS 
Mark Sanders, SG 6-6 307 Fr HS 
Dante Ellington, ST 6-6 343 Jr 2L 
Shaun Williams, QT 6-5 287 Sr Sq 
Erik Boschung, QG 6-2 270 Fr RS 
Matt Lomax, ST 6-2 289 So Sq 
Wesley Britt, QT 6-8 313 Fr RS 
Marico Portis, QG-C 6-2 300 Jr IL 
Dennis Alexander, SG 6-6 346 So IL 
J.B. Closner, C 6-4 297 Fr HS 
Atlas Herrion, QT 6-4 299 Jr Tr 
Lannis Baxley, ST 6-7 307 Jr IL 
Bart Raulston, SG 6-9 358 Jr Sq 
Justin Smiley, QG 6-3 295 Fr RS 
Danny Martz, SG 6-4 290 Fr RS 
Jason McAddley, SB 6-2 207 Sr 3L 
Brandon Greer, FL 6-1 192 So Sq 
Terry Jones, Jr., TE 6-4 267 Sr 3L 
Brandon Brooks, FL 5-4 157 Fr HS 
Triandos Luke, SE 6-0 188 So IL 
Tarry Givens, SE 6-5 207 Fr RS 
Michael James, FL 5-11 167 Sr IL 
Gerard Clark, LDT 6-6 246 Fr RS 
Clint Johnston, TE 6-4 230 Fr HS 
Theo Sanders, TE 6-3 235 Jr Sq 
N'n McKay-Loescher, RDE 6-4 240 So Sq 
Allen Hollie, NT 6-0 270 Sr Sq 
David Cavan, TE 6-5 238 Fr RS 
Donald Clarke, TE 6-5 253 Jr Tr 
Derek Sanders, LDT 6-5 280 Jr Sq 
Jarret Johnson, LDT 6-4 274 Jr 2L 
Jeremy Drummond, TE 6-4 246 Sr Sq 
Anthony Bryant, NT 6-3 337 So Sq 
Antwan Odom, LDE 6-5 26650 IL 
Darius Gilbert, MLB 6-3 260 Sr 3L 


5 Montgomery 


> Arlington, Texas 


Hometown 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Clinton, Miss. 
LaVergne, Tenn, 
Marietta, Ga. 


Homewood 
Columbus, Ga, 
Baton Rouge, La, 
Mobile 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Daphne 

Heflin 
Northport 
Birmingham 
Orlando, Fla. 
Theodore 

Troy 


Ashville 
Leighton 
Augusta, Ga. 
Tuscaloosa 
Mobile 

Cullman 
Prichard 
Memphis, Tenn. 
San Antonio, Texas 
Daphne 
Waynesboro, Ga. 
Sylvania 

Ellabell, Ga. 
Gaithersburg, Md. 
Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
Rainbow City 
Tuscaloosa 
Birmingham 
Phenix City 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Tuscaloosa 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Wetumpka 
Birmingham 
Toronto, Canada 
Auanta, Ga. 
Northport 

Boca Raton, Fla, 
Sandersville, Ga. 
Chiefland, Fla. 
Picayune, Miss. 
Newbern 

Bayou La Batre 
Oxford 
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Lane Bearden: 


Doing His Part For The Team 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide’s punter has had 
number of changes in his 
game since last year 


in the work of Alabama kickers this year 

compared to the previous few years. A 
year ago Bama specialists working for 15 
minutes of fame knew they would be ex- 
pected for only about 15 minutes of practice 
each day. Now when Lane Bearden, 
Alabama's punter and kickoff man, isn't 
working, on his kicks in practice, he might 
be filling in at defensive end. 

“Last year we'd come out and do our 15 
minutes of specialty kicking with the team, 
and that was il,” Bearden said. “For the rest 
of the day we were [ree to do whatever we 
wanted short of actually leaying practice. 
We'd kick a little on our own or go in the 
indoor practice area. It was hard to feel like 
we were really a part of the team.” 

Now the kickers are included in every- 
thing. “We go on the field with everyone, we 
run with everyone, and we're included in 
everything,” Bearden said, “Everything” has 
included scout team work as a defensive 
player, at strong safety or linebacker or de- 
fensive end, 

“That's a lot of fun,” Bearden said. “It 
shows the guys that we can do something 
besides kick, and everyone knows we're 
doing something besides kicking a few balls 
and then going home without working up a 
sweat. But mainly it helps the team. We 
could only have 105 (players) for the start 
of two-a-days, so everyone has to pitch in. 
The kickers can help out by working on the 
scout teams.” Although the kickers aren't 
exposed to full-speed opposition when serv- 
ing on scout team, Bearden said “I wouldn't 
mind that. You're not really likely to get hurt 
playing football.” 

There have been other changes for 
Bearden, “I never worked out (in the weight 
room) before Coach (Ben) Pollard came. 
Now | work out with the rest of the players 
and I can really tell a difference.” 

Another change came in the off-season, 
Following spring practice, Bearden was 
given a suggested workout schedule for the 


| doesn't take long to spot the differences 
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summer. “Like everyone else, | worked out 
every day,” Bearden said. “And in the past, | 
had pretty much not kicked in the summer, 
taking a break until about a week before 
practice resumed. But this summer | kicked 
three days a week. Not a lot. I'd have a day 
when I'd punt five balls out of the end zone 
and five pooch kicks and five angle kicks 
and so forth. Never more than 25 or 30 
kicks a day. That has helped me a lot.” 


earden took over as Alabama's punter 
B= year and had an excellent season, 

He punted 60 times for 2,443 yards, 
an average of 40.7 yards per kick, slightly 
better than the numbers of his predecessor, 
Patrick Morgan, who had handled Bama 
punting during Bearden’s freshman year. 
Moreover, Bearden helped Alabama to a net 
punting average (distance punted less yards 
returned) of 38.4 yards per punt, second 
best in the Southeastern Conference and 
11th in the nation last season, Bama oppo- 
nents were able to return only 19 punts for 
only 102 yards (which was lowest in the 
SEC). He had 14 punts that was fair caught 
with no return and had 12 others downed 
inside the opponents’ 20-yard line. His 
longest boot was a 62-yarder. 

Even though he was the starter last year 
and had good statistics, Bearden got a long, 
hard look from Alabama's new coaching 
staff. Mark Tommerdahl handles the Tide's 
special teams. “We looked at every tape of 
Lane,” Tommerdahl said. “What we saw is 
that he needed to be more consistent. The 
biggest plus is he has game experience.” 

Bearden does have game experience over all 
his competition. And he has a lot of practice 
experience, too, since two of his top competi- 
tors from last spring are no longer in the fray. 
Matt Sanders was a scholarshipped punter. 
However, when he failed to gain on Bearden 
in the spring, Sanders elected to change 
schools and sports. He's transferred to a ju- 
nior college to play baseball. Robert “Bo” 
Freeland was a walk-on who seemed to have 
some promise last spring. “He just didn't 
show back up this summer,” Bearden said. 

Bearden’s primary competition as punter is 
Michael Ziifle, who came to Alabama as a 
place-kicker, Even if Ziifle doesn't win a 
starting job, he has a chance to be the back- 
up punter, place-kicker and kickoff man. 
“He has a strong leg,” said Tommerdahl, 
“but he doesn’t have any battle scars.” 

Bearden could have two first team 


jobs—punter and kickoff man-and is capable 
of kicking field goals and extra points. He's 
also the back-up to quarterback Jonathan 
Richey as holder for field goals and extra 
points. Bearden noted that he has been listed 
as a back-up field goal man, but has never 
been used, He was considered the possibility 
for “long field goal kicker” when Pflugner 
was Bama’s primary place-kicker, but with 
Thomas having shown 50-yard accuracy last 
year, Bearden isn't likely to get the call un- 
less Thomas is injured. 

Tommerdah! coordinates all of Alabama's 
special teams play, but he insists he isn’t a 
kicking coach. “Coach Tommerdahl has told 
us he isn’t an expert on kicking, but that he 
will do anything he can to help us,” Bearden 
said. “He knows where to get the videotape 
or the information we need. And he person- 
ally knows a lot more about kicking than he 
would have you believe.” 

Bearden said that when things go bad with 
his kicking its akin to a golfer having prob- 
lems with his swing. “It’s frustrating,” he 
said. “Really what you have to do is just stop 
and then come back to it, starting over with 
the basics.” 


earden has had battlefield promotions 
B= demotions in his Alabama career. 

After being redshirted in 1998, he got 
an unexpected call to take over as kickoff 
man in the third game of the season. That 
ignominious game in an otherwise good 
year was against Louisiana Tech, a game the 
Tide would lose in the final seconds. But be- 
fore the game even started, Bama suffered a 
loss. Place-kicker Ryan Pflugner pulled a 
hamstring muscle in warm-ups. 

Bearden took advantage of his opportunity. 
“IT think | put four of five kicks into the end 
zone,” he said. “That was pretty good con- 
sidering I hadn't kicked off in over a year. 1 
held onto that job for the rest of the year 
and did pretty well.” He had 11 touchbacks 
in the nine games in which he kicked that 
season. Opponents had poor starting posi- 
tion after Bearden kickoffs, averaging start- 
ing at their 18-yard line. 

“That was a good year,” he said. “There's no 
doubt that beating Florida twice in one sea- 
son was the highlight. It was fun to beat them 
in Gainesville (40-39 in overtime), and then 
coming back and winning like we did in the 
SEC Championship Game (34-7) was really 
fun. That was a game in which everyone 
played great and everyone had a great time.” 
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Lane Bearden has earned one letter as Bama’s regular kickoff man and one as the Crimson Tide punter 


and he hopes to handle both jobs for Bama this season. 


Bearden also started as kickoff man in the 
first couple of games last year. “I think I 
kicked the first one into the end zone, but 
after that | had a hard time,” he said. “I 
couldn't get it there.” 

As a result, Bearden lost that job to Neal 
Thomas, who also kicks extra points and 
field goals for Bama. 
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Bearden said the kickoff men know that 
Alabama fans want the ball kicked into the 
end zone. But he defends Thomas. “They 
didn’t expect Neal to kick it into the end 
zone,” he said. “They wanted him to kick it 
inside the five, force a return, and count on 
our coverage to hold them inside the 20. 
Neal did what he was ordered to do.” 


i 
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Bearden would like to have the kickoff job 
back this year, and he’s probably the favorite. 
Thomas is an obvious possibility, and back- 
up punter Michael Ziifle and true freshman 
signee Mike McLaughlin are also competing. 


ne thing Tommerdahl likes about 
Oe is that his punter is a good 

all-around athlete. “You need a guy 
who can field like a shortstop in case of bad 
snaps,” said the coach. Although kickers are 
sometimes men whose only chance to play 
is as a specialist, Bearden is a good athlete 
who was an outstanding wide receiver in 
high school. He is frequently referred to as 
“Tyler Watts’ favorite receiver” at Pelham 
High School. Bearden disputes that. “We 
had four receivers who were in the top ten 
in the state in receiving statistics,” he said. 
“| had the most, but it was just a couple 
more than the others. Tyler spread it around 
pretty well. He knew what he was doing.” 
Bearden had 50 receptions for over 400 
yards as a senior in 1997, 

However, Bearden, 6-2, 210, really earned 
his reputation as a high school punter, aver- 
aging 42 yards per kick. He was all-state as a 
senior and in the Alabama-Mississippi High 
School All-Star Game was Most Valuable 
Player for the Alabama team. It wasn’t a 
great game for Alabama in losing 9-0 to 
Mississippi, but Bearden was recognized for 
his excellent punting in that contest. 

Like many kickers, Bearden also has a 
background in soccer in the competitive 
leagues of the Hoover area of Birmingham. 
One of his acquaintances from soccer played 
a role in Bearden becoming a punter prior to 
his junior year at Pelham High School. 

“T actually went to kicking camp at 
Auburn,” Bearden said. “I had met Damon 
Duval playing soccer, and he was also in the 
camp and we roomed together.” Duval went 
on to be Auburn's punter in 1999 and 2000. 

Bearden wasn't offered a scholarship out of 
high school, but had no trouble in deciding 
to go to Alabama. “I always wanted to go to 
Alabama,” he said. “My parents are Alabama 
fans and I always enjoyed coming here. 
Then when Tyler committed to Alabama, 
that helped me make my decision.” 

During the summer, Bearden said he was 
told by Tommerdahl that Head Coach 
Dennis Franchione wanted to see him. 
“Coach Tommerdahl didn’t tell me what 
Coach Fran wanted,” Bearden said. “I had to 
wait about 20 minutes and | thought | must 
be in trouble. I was trying to think what I 
might have done.” 

Instead it was good news for the upcom- 
ing junior...and his parents. Bearden was 
put on scholarship. 
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Marico Portis: 


ee 


New Beginning Appeals To Him 


by J.E. Lisby 


Offensive lineman looks 
forward to playing time 


or years a well-known appliance com- 
Fe got advertising mileage with a 
campaign touting its repairman as the 
“loneliest man in America.” For the last 
three seasons at least, Alabama's reserve ol- 
fensive linemen might have given that guy a 
run for the tithe, Despite repeated public 
proclamations to the contrary, week after 
week the Tide starting unit played virtually 
every down of every game. “Ever since I got 
here pretty much the same offensive line has 
been starting,” said junior quick guard 
Marico Portis, “The back-up guys really 
didn’t get any reps. Basically it was one of- 
fensive line, and we'd live and die by it.” 
Portis speaks with unwelcome authority 
on the subject. Though currently listed first 
string at the quick guard position, Portis’ re- 
cent career wasn't nearly so promising. 
Following an all-star career at perennial 
power Vigor High School, Portis arrived on 
campus as a highly touted guard prospect in 
1998, The Mobile native spent an almost- 
obligatory redshirt year as a true freshman, 
but Portis was set to play a key role the next 
season. He actually saw extensive action in 
Bama’s first three games of 1999, and even 
started against Vanderbilt and Louisiana 
Tech while All-Southeastern Conference cen- 
ter Paul Hogan was injured. But after the re- 
turn of Hogan, the situation changed dra- 
matically. Portis went virtually unused the 
rest of the way. “I didn’t necessarily expect to 
start with Paul coming back,” he said. “But 
you would think 1 would get SOME playing 
time, | was puzzled and wondering why. 
Since I had started and gotten the experience 
under my belt, | wondered why they 
wouldn't put me in some. ‘Let me play a little 
bit,’ L thought. It always puzzled me.” 

With four of five starters returning last sea- 
son, Portis was once again set as a principal 
backup. But once again the offensive line re- 
serves sat idle. Despite a consistently under- 
achieving performance by the starting unit, 
Portis totaled only 12 snaps (accumulated in 
two games) for the entire season, “You come 
to practice and work just as hard as anybody 
out there,” he said. “But all the while you're 
thinking in the back of your head ‘I’m not 
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going to see any action.’ You start to criticize 
yourself, wondering, ‘Should | keep working 
this hard for nothing?’ It really has a negative 
effect on your work habits and the way you 
look at things. After awhile, no matter how 
hard you try it starts to bleed over into prac- 
tice. After awhile reality starts to kick in. By 
the fourth or fifth game, you start to think 
‘I'm doing this for nothing.’ “ 

Fortunately for Portis and others, a new 
broom swept clean. Dennis Franchione was 
brouglit on board as head coach with author- 
ity to hire his own assistants. “When the new 
staff came in, that was a new beginning for 
me,” Portis said. “And that's how I looked at 
it. I felt like 1 had a chance to really display 
my abilities with the new coaches. I was de- 
termined to impress them, because | knew | 
could play.” 

Despite the paucity of plays he had been 
involved in his first two seasons, the 6-2, 
300-pound Portis has always had a reputa- 
tion as a talented blocker, bringing a unique 
combination of compact power and quick 
feet to his position. “Guys like him have 
good body leverage,” said Offensive Line 
Coach Jim Bob Helduser. “Particularly 
against taller players. That lends itself to 
being able to stay low and stay in a more 
powerlul posture than guys who are longer. 
His physical attributes give him a chance to 
be a good player. Even more important, he's 
very intelligent. Marico learned his assign- 
ments quickly in the spring. He made very 
few mental errors. He's the consummate ‘ef- 
fort’ football player that we're looking for. He 
gives fanatical effort on every play.” 


udged to be “too short” to be an effec- 
tive pass blocker by the previous staff, 
Portis listened intently back in 

cember as his new head coach promised a 
“clean slate” for every athlete. “When the 
new staff came in, they didn’t know anyone,” 
Portis said. “They didn’t recruit any of us, so 
it was like coming in as a true freshman all 
over again. You've got your chance to show 
them what you can do. Coach Fran told us, 
‘You make your own destiny.’ “ 

Taking up the sport at barely five years of 
age, Portis seems to have been destined to 
play football. Urged on by his foothall-playing 
uncles, a timid young boy discovered he had a 
physical advantage. “I've always been stronger 
than the guys on my age level,” Portis said. 
“Even in park ball I was heavier, so 1 had to 
play with the older guys. | think that matured 
me, playing against more physically mature 
kids. Playing with fifth graders when you're in 
third grade will make you tough.” 


Because of his broad shoulders and rela- 
tively short arms, Portis’ height is often un- 
derestimated. But his compact build gives 
him an advantage in the weight room, where 
the powerful athlete currently holds two lift- 
ing records for the Tide squad. His effort of 
505 pounds in the bench press sets the pace 
for offensive linemen, and Portis’ 445 on the 
incline bench shares first place with fellow 
quick guard Keith Stephens. 

Strength and Conditioning Coach Ben 
Pollard said, “He's definitely got some pop. 
Technically Marico is not necessarily a great 
lifter-even on the upper-body lifts. But he’s 
got so much explosive strength that it makes 
him successful. You see athletes like him 
who are real strong-stronger even than they 
look. If you just look at him, you don't nec- 
essarily think he’s that strong, It’s just some- 
thing God-given.” 

“He's got a low center of gravity, great 
strength and great competitiveness,” 
Helduser said. “At this point, | would antici- 
pate that he will definitely be a prime mem- 
ber of our playing rotation at guard.” 

Tasked with the responsibility to rebuild 
Alabama's offensive line, Helduser and Portis 
hit it off right away. “From when Coach first 
came in | always looked him straight in the 
eyes and told him how | felt,” Portis said. “I 
told him | wanted to be one of the guys to 
help lead the offensive line. I'm supposed to 
be a senior, but I redshirted, so I've been here 
as long as almost anyone. I want to help play 
a leadership role." 

“Don't misunderstand; he’s a hard coach,” 
Portis continued. “He can get fiery out there, 
but it's just to keep us motivated—keep us al 
that level he wants us to be. Coach Helduser 
is going to work you, and he's going to get 
everything he can out of you, but he also 
loves you like a father. He gets everything he 
can out of you, making you the best player 
you can be.” 

Helduser is fond of pointing out that past 
athletes have nicknamed him ‘Coach 
Hellraiser.” But given the brutal and combat- 
ive nature of offensive line play in the SEC, 
that’s probably an essential attribute for suc- 
cess. “It's a bloody battle in the trenches,” 
Portis said. “There's no doubt; you've got to 
have that mean streak. You've got to have 
that fire in your eyes. You can be a nice guy 
off the field, but when you step on the field 
you've got to get that fire under you-that 
competition inside of you-that killer instinct 
that gives you the edge. 

“When you're lined up across from your 
man, you think ‘Irs just me and him. One of 
us is going to win, and one of us is going to 
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Junior guard Marico Portis has excellent strength and a good build to be an exceptional offensive line- 
man. Little-used in the past, he expects to be a part of the playing rotation for Alabama this season as 


all players have a “clean slate” under Dennis Franchione. 


lose. If I lose, then when | go to the sideline 
my coach is going to cuss me out. And if he 
loses, the same thing is going to happen.’ 
You want to win. You don’t want to be the 
one to get embarrassed in front of 85,000.” 
With powerful bodies colliding violenuly 
on every down, the average fan tends to 
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think of line play as a sort of Americanized 
version of Sumo wrestling with multiple bat- 
tles taking place at the same time. Though 
he’s the ultimate barrel-chested athlete, 
Portis still chuckles at the image, 

“Really, playing effectively on the offensive 
line is only 10 per cent physical and 90 per 


cent mental,” he said. “If you don’t know 
what you're doing, then you can’t come off 
the ball physically. The defense can shift in 
front of you in a split second, and your mind 
has to adjust just that quickly. Just because a 
guy is lined up in front of you doesn’t mean 
you're going to end up blocking him, so it’s 
90 per cent mental.” 


ortis has experienced highs and lows. 

As he stood on the sideline last year 

watching the tragedy of a season, 
Portis had time to reflect on the fine line be- 
tween winning and losing. “It was very frus- 
trating,” he said. “You'd go to the games and 
it seems like they've got your playbook. You 
work hard all week developing a new game 
plan and then on Saturday it doesn’t work. 
Nothing is working, pass or run. We really 
didn’t understand; it was really frustrating. 
There wasn’t anything to be said. It just 
wasn't clicking. We didn’t understand and we 
didn’t have any explanations.” 

And being only months removed from an 
SEC championship season made it that much 
harder to accept. Portis said, “I really don’t 
think fans understand. In 99 things down 
the stretch went our way, but last year it was 
the other side of the coin. The difference be- 
tween winning and losing can be one missed 
blocking assignment. It can be a change in 
the wind. Any little thing can spell the differ- 
ence between winning and losing a game.” 

And it may be that a new coaching staff 
can make a difference. “Coach Fran is a lot 
different from most coaches,” Portis said. 
“He’s a guy who really takes trust and loyalty 
very seriously. He lets the assistants do their 
jobs, and he does his job. He’s the HEAD 
coach. He lets the assistants do their jobs, 
while he oversees the whole thing.” 

Beyond Franchione’s management skills, 
the players appreciate his determination to 
stay close to his athletes. “He always comes 
in the weight room on the days we're maxing 
out and competing,” Portis said. “He'll be 
there to watch and encourage and motivate 
us. You see him over there and think you 
might want to add on a couple of pounds to 
impress Coach Fran. Whether it’s on the field 
or anything, whenever you see him he’s 
going to talk to you. He'll tell you how he 
feels, and he’s always going to be honest with 
you. You can ask him any question, and he'll 
give you an honest answer.” 

Portis is reluctant to criticize last year's 
coaching staff, preferring instead to look to 
the future and his last two seasons at 
Alabama. But there is no question that he 
and his teammates have newfound optimism 
headed into the 2001 season. “I want to do 
everything I can to make the team be suc- 
cessful,” Portis said. “I want to help my team 
win a championship-SEC or national cham- 
pionship. I want to be a part of that.” 


15 


Leadership Council: 


Athletes 
Give Input 
To Coach 


by J.E. Lisby 


With ‘ownership’ comes 
responsibility, accountability 


tis not unusual to hear someone say that 

Dennis Franchione doesn’t look like a 

football coach. And listening to 
Franchione’s views on a variety of subjects 
would lead many to note that he doesn’t 
sound like a football coach. Indeed, his ex- 
planation of the inner workings of the Tide's 
new Leadership Council evokes thoughts of 
a political science lecture on the merits of 
representative government. 

But, in truth, it’s all about football. 
Consider Franchione’s rationale for starting 
the group. “My approach to leadership is to 
say this is their team. I want them to take 
ownership. I think when you need to hold 
kids accountable and responsible, if it’s 
theirs then they have to be responsible. It 
starts to foster a feeling of accountability 
and leadership to each other.” 

Consisting of at least one representative 
from each position on the squad, the 2001 
Leadership Council meets on a regular basis 
with Franchione to discuss anything of con- 
cern to the team. “Coach Fran said from the 
beginning that this was going to be our 
team,” said senior tight end Terry Jones Jr. 
“We get input on the rules, and we are going 
to have an influence on the team.” 

“You hear coaches say ‘We're here for the 
players and this is the players’ team,” said 
junior tailback Ahmaad Galloway. “But if 
you don’t give them some input, then that 
doesn’t hold true. That's what Coach Fran is 
doing for us. He’s giving us a little bit of 
input.” 

Though this is obviously the first year he 


Members of the Leadership Council are (left to 
right): Seated-Jason McAddley, Kindal 
Moorehead, Freddie Milons, Terry Jones, Coach 
Dennis Franchione; standing—-Hirchel Bolden, 
Jonathan Richey, Neal Thomas, Ahmaad 
Galloway, Jarret Johnson, Dante Ellington; seat- 
ed on wall-Saleem Rasheed, Shontua Ra 

Ellis, Gerald Dixon, and Andrew Zow 

tured Tyler Watts. 
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has used the idea at Alabama, Franchione 
initially implemented a council when he was 
head coach at New Mexico. “I didn’t want 
just two or three leaders on a team,” he said. 
“! wanted to develop more leadership. I also 
worried some about the traditional methods 
of selecting leaders. You can go through the 
procedure of electing captains, and then all 
of a sudden one breaks his leg. The 
Leadership Council was a way to spread the 
leadership out, to spread the accountability 
out, the responsibility out. And it makes it 
easier Lo overcome injuries if you lose some 
key people.” 

“Irs definitely created more leaders,” said 
senior quarterback Andrew Zow. “Some 
guys like on special teams haven't always 
been in that situation. And there were some 
defensive guys and some offensive guys who 
were leaders, but not that many. This way 
the leadership role is passed around. Those 
who have been leaders still are, but if you 
haven't been a leader in the past, then you 
can be a leader now.” 

The current group will serve through the 
2001 season, at which point a new council 
will be elected. Seven of the 16 council 
members this year are juniors, which helps 
fulfill a key goal of Franchione's plan. “I also 
wanted to foster some leadership in our 
younger kids,” he said. “Next year at this 


The Leadership Council 
Here are members of this year's Alabama 
Football Leadership Council and the posi- 
tions they represent: 
Offensive Line: Dante Ellington (junior) 
Tight Ends: Terry Jones Jr. (senior) 
Quarterbacks: Andrew Zow (senior), 
Tyler Watts (junior) 
Running Backs: Ahmaad Galloway (ju- 
nior) 
Wide Receivers: Jason McAddley (senior), 
Freddie Milons (senior) 
Defensive Line: Kindal Moorehead (ju- 
nior), Jarret Johnson (junior) 
Linebackers: Victor Ellis (senior), Saleem 
Rasheed (junior) 
Safeties: Shontua Ray (senior) 
Cornerbacks: Hirchel Bolden (junior), 
Gerald Dixon (junior) 
Kickers/Punters: Neal Thomas (senior) 
Walk-ons; Jonathan Richey (senior) 


time those players will be even better leaders 
than they are now. Then we'll have new 
young players come on. What we're trying 
to do is perpetuate leadership on the team.” 
Council members were chosen by secret 
ballot, with every squad member voting for 
one representative from each position. In 
cases where the voting was very close, two 
players were named to the group. “I think 
it’s a real positive experience to have people 


Wanted To Buy 


Alabama Football 
Memorabilia 


eGame Programs & Media Guides 
e Autographed Footballs 
e Sports Pages/Newspaper Clippings 


e Game-used Equipment 


e Photographs 


Call (901) 759-1877 (Day) or (901) 683-9485 (Night) 
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selected by their teammates and not just the 
coaches,” said junior linebacker Saleem 
Rasheed, “Your teammates choose the lead- 
ers who become the voice of the squad.” 


hough Franchione remains the ulti- 
[Te authority for the team, he is 

eager to solicit advice from the coun- 
cil members. “I tell them that they're not a 
decision-making body, but they have 
tremendous input into final decisions,” he 
said. “I ask them a lot of questions, and | 
give them a lot of opportunities to tell me 
what they think. They get involved with just 
about every issue in the program.” 

“If you have something on your mind that 
you want to talk about, then you bring it 
up,” Zow said. “Either the group will talk 
about it, or Coach Fran and you or whoever. 
You've got a lot of freedom on the 
Leadership Council to talk about what you 
want to talk about. It's our team; it belongs 
to the football players. It’s our team with 
Coach Fran being the director.” 

Said Rasheed; “Every situation that’s come 
up, he’s come to us as mature leaders. We've 
discussed it as professionals, like business- 
men. And we've made, | believe, the best de- 
cisions for this football program every time. 
He'll present an idea or situation to us, and 
he'll get our input and what we believe 
about the situation. Then he'll base his deci- 
sion on his thoughts mixed with the 
thoughts of his Leadership Council.” 

With the members elected to provide 
input but with no final decision-making au- 
thority, the group functions more like a 
royal privy council than anything in modern 
government. But the players are definitely 
sold on the idea, “It’s very serious; it’s defi- 
nitely not a joke,” Jones said. “We get lo- 
gether and try to lead the team. We've got to 
find people who are going to lead us in the 
tough times and the good times.” 

“The Council is showing us that he wants 
us to be involved in situations and every de- 
cision that is enforced,” Rasheed said. “And 
I believe that’s what we've been missing. 
Before we just had coaches pointing fingers 
and telling us what to do, but now we're get- 
ting to put our input into things.” 

Added Galloway; “We take the council se- 
riously; very seriously. When you have 
input, it means a lot more to you. You go 
home and you sleep on a decision that 
you've made. You think ‘I had something to 
do with that.’ That could be one of the 
things that helps us piece together a cham- 
pionship. Knowing that you have some 
input makes you [eel good.” 

Sometimes Franchione presents an issue, 
and other times a player has something to 
bring up. Then the subject is discussed 
backwards and forwards, inside and out, as 
every person with an opinion on the subject 
makes his feelings known. 
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At times voices are raised. “It’s gotten heat- 
ed,” Zow said. “We do speak our minds. If you 
believe in something, then you talk about it. 
You let the other Leadership Council members 
know that this is what you feel strongly about. 
We've had heated discussions, but we've all 
come to a conclusion on what to do.” 

Added Galloway, “It’s football players being 
stubborn. | guess it's that you always want to 
think that your plan is the best. We never 
leave with any hard feelings. But in that 
room, it can get very, VERY heated.” 


ranchione is almost always present 

even during the intense arguments. But 

he’s careful not to interfere or influence 
the course of the discussion. “Coach Fran 
does a good job of just stepping back and lis- 
tening,” Galloway said. “Even when we're all 
at each other, he just listens. There are times 
when it doesn’t hurt just to listen.” 

Said Zow; “He gives us an issue and we talk 
about it with him in there. He stays in there 
with us and listens to what we have to say 
among each other. And we talk to him as we 
go. Its like a family sitting around and talk- 
ing about what's happened in a family.” 

“You've got good leaders everywhere,” 
Jones said. “We just put them in a room to- 
gether and see what ideas they come up with. 
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Together you can come up with better ideas. 
That's all we're doing.” 

From curfews during two-a-days (all the 
players agreed on the necessity of having cur- 
few) to a consistent team dress code on game 
day (both warm-up suits and coats and ties 
had their fierce advocates), the Leadership 
Council has provided Franchione with input 
on a wide variety of issues. But proving his 
trust in their judgment, the Tide Head Coach 
also brings discipline issues to the group. 
“We've had a couple of discipline cases where 
| could have gone in several directions with 
it, and | took it to them,” Franchione said. “1 
let the player come in and explain what he 
did and have to face the council. Peer pres- 
sure is tough sometimes. I let them all have a 
say in what they think should be the punish- 
ment or the consequence. Usually players 
will be harder on themselves than I'd be on 
them.” 

“Our job is to do what's best for the team,” 
Zow said. “If a guy who comes in is your 
friend and he has a problem, you can’t side 
with him. You've got to do what's best for the 
team. We're not going to bash him, but we're 
going to let him know we're disappointed.” 

Added Galloway; “Discipline decisions are 
always tough. You always want to be firm, 
but how firm is too firm? Or when is it not 


firm enough? But once we've hammered out 
the decision, we all leave feeling good. As a 
matter of fact, sometimes we think about it 
and say, ‘Hey, you know, you were right. I'm 
glad we went with your plan.’ ” 

Afterwards, when the council has arrived at 
a consensus, Franchione can make the deci- 
sion right away, but he also will sometimes 
take a day to consider. “I usually will go back 
and think about it a day and make my deci- 
sion. Then I'll go back and say, ‘All right. This 
is what I'm thinking. This is the direction I'm 
going.” 

“There's only one ultimate leader and ev- 
erybody follows,” Galloway said. “After the 
plan is devised, everybody follows that one 
plan. But for Coach Fran to listen to us and 
give us input, that says a lot.” 

Franchione, ever the teacher, points out the 
duty each council member owes to his posi- 
tion mates. “They have to remember that 
they represent their position,” he said. “The 
council members don’t simply represent their 
feelings, they represent the feelings of all the 
players at their position. So when they talk in 
the meeting, sometimes I have to remind 
them ‘Make sure you're talking for your posi- 
tion and not for yourself.’ They have con- 
stituents to represent.” 

Representative democracy at it’s finest. 
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Academic Success: 


Tiders Have Good Year In Classes 


by Donna Fromme 


Alabama coaches and athletes have put an emphasis on succeeding academically 


make up the rosters of Alabama's ath- 

letics teams aim for championships, 
team and individual, and work diligently to 
make those athletic goals a reality. But 
Alabama’s student-athletes aren't limiting the 
pursuit of perfection at The Capstone to the 
playing fields. They are working just as hard 
in the classroom. 

And the results are showing. 

In men’s basketball, Alabama had five se- 
niors on its squad at the beginning of the 
2000-01 season. All five graduated. And the 
men who play for Mark Gottfried, an 
Academic All-SEC honoree himself in 1987, 
made school history when a record five men 
were named to the Academic All- 
Southeastern Conference Honor Roll, an 
award that requires athletes to maintain a 3.0 
or higher grade point average. Four of those 
men were slarters. 

Softball’s Kelly Kretschman is an Olympian. 
She's also an Academic All-SEC scholar. 

Those are just examples. Football produced 
21 Academic All-SEC award winners last 
year. Gymnastics and women’s swimming 
and diving had 13 All-SEC performers each, 
volleyball 12, women’s track 10, softball 
seven, baseball seven, men’s golf seven, 


E= season the student-athletes who 
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women’ golf seven, men’s track seven, soccer 
six, women’s tennis five, and men’s tennis 
five. 

The drive for academic success is inside 
these athletes, but the fuel for that drive is 
coming from Alabama’ coaches and athletics 
administration. Bragging rights for classroom 
achievements are as much a part of the re- 
cruiting presentation to prospective student- 
athletes as the accolades the team has earned 
on the playing field. 

To help peak interest, each year The 
University selects a Paul W. Bryant Scholar- 
Athlete of the Year. It is an award coveted by 
Alabama’s student-athletes, Each team nomi- 
nates one athlete, and one male and one [e- 
male overall winner is selected from that pool 
as the top student-athlete at The University. 
Athletic prowess is essential for the winner, 
but this is an award in which scholarship and 
leadership on campus are more important. 
The female winner in 2001 was Dominique 
Glinzler from the women’s tennis team, She 
shared the highest honor an Alabama athlete 
receives with football's Tony Dixon, the male 
Bryant Award winner. 

Each team’s nominee is that team’s Bryant 
Award winner, and this year’s winners from 
each team were Aaron Clark (baseball), 


Travis Stinnett (basketball), Jan-Are Larsen 
(men’s golf), Chris McRae (men’s tennis), 
Paula Carter (women’s golf), Katie Hornecker 
(gymnastics), Kathleen Motheral (soccer), 
Ginger Jones (softball), Kelly Coellner 
(women’s swimming and diving), Janna Wren 
(women’s track and field), and Michelle 
Green (volleyball). 

To further a team ys. team competition that 
is a win-win positive situation, the athletics 
department annually gives out an award for 
the men’s and women’s teams with the high- 
est collective GPA. During the 2000-01 
school year, the teams whose athletes were 
tops in the classroom were men’s golf and 
womens volleyball. 


eted by Crimson Tide athletes. Each 

spring the head coaches and assistant 
coaches of each sport, along with the top stu- 
dent-athletes, gather for the Student-Athlete 
Academic Achievement Awards Reception. 
From among all varsity sports come the 
Alabama Senior Top Six Scholar-Athlete nom- 
inees, The 2001 finalists included, from 
swimming and diving Oren Azrad and three 
volleyball classroom standouts, Michelle 
Green, Sarah Cotton and Allison Lange. The 
winners, the top of the Tide's senior class, 
were, from women’s tennis, Dominique 
Glinzler who graduated Summa Cum Laude, 
and, from baseball, Jeremy Vaughn. 

When they are not in the classroom or on 
the playing field, Alabama’ athletes can often 
be found doing good works in the communi- 
ty. They go to schools, They go to community 
centers. They collect tons of food for the 
West Alabama Food Bank. They adopt fami- 
lies and children at Christmas and make the 
kids’ holidays special by providing gifts. And 
the teams which log the most community 
service hours are lauded by their peers. In 
2001, those who gave back the most in the 
community for the Tide were the men’s bas- 
ketball team and the women's soccer team 
who volunteered their time and their own gas 
money to go to Montgomery where they 
helped build a Habitat for Humanity home. 

The league office lauded these community 
leaders as well. Named to the SEC Good 
Works Team for their selective sports were 
Tony Dixon (football), Doc Martin (men's 
basketball), and Joni Crenshaw (women’s 
basketball). 

“Its a team effort to try to get academics 
right at Alabama,” says Jon Dever, director of 


[ees classroom awards are also coy- 
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Instead of driving home after 
the game ... why not walk? 
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game socializing, a private conference 


hile your friends are idling in 

traffic for hours after the 

game, walk a few steps from 
Bryant-Denny Stadium to the fun and frol- 
ic at Bama’s GAMEDAY CENTER luxury 
condos where you and your friends can celebrate in style! 
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dominiums are located within walking distance 
to all Crimson Tide sports facilities (baseball, basketball, 
football, swimming, tennis, softball and soccer), and are 
fully furnished down to the linens and dishes! Best of all, 
a new, upscale Club House (to be completed just in time 


for the season) offers a grill and veranda for pre- and post- 


facility and fully staffed management team. 
Tastefully decorated in your favorite colors 
of crimson and white, condos feature 
microwave ovens, crown molding, Pella 
windows, quality cabinetry, appliances, and 
secure, well-lit and covered parking...An on-site manage- 
ment team will even help you keep your condo rented 
when you’re not enjoying it. Bama’s GAMEDAY CEN- 
TER condos are a Crimson Tide sports fan’s dream come 
true! Models are open. Call today and we’ll send you our 


latest listing of available options and price-ranges. 


For more information, Call Today! 
205-366-1680 or 1-800-693-8204 or check out our website: www.gamedaycenters.com 
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Tony Dixon 


Academic Services for the Crimson Tide's ath- 
letes. “It takes the player, the coach and our 
entire staff working together, but most im- 
portant is the players. We've got great coach- 
es here, and they’ve all really pushed their 
student-athletes to do well in the classroom. 
And that shows by the incredible accomplish- 
ments they are making in the classroom and 
on campus.” 

On campus, Alabama's athletes are mem- 
bers in The Capstone’s most elite honorary 
associations. Tide stars dot the “rosters” of 
such prestigious organizations as Omicron 
Delta Kappa, Mortar Board, Anderson Society, 
Jasons, Blue Key, Cardinal Key, Phi Upsilon 
Omicron, Golden Key, Phi Beta Kappa, Alpha 
Lambda Delta, Phi Eta Sigma, Alpha Epsilon 
Delta, Beta Gamma Sigma, Phi Kappa Phi, 
Tau Beta Pi, Gamma Beta Phi, Kappa Tau 
Alpha, Psi Chi, Honors Program Students 
Association, University Honors Program and 
Beta Beta Beta, among others. 

In April 2001, Honors Day, a university- 
wide celebration of Alabama's student leaders 
and scholars, found the Tide's athletes busy 
collecting awards. Here’s just a sampling of 
the awards they won: 

The Other Club Outstanding Senior Award, 
Tony Dixon (football); College of Arts and 
Sciences Woodrow Alvin Davis Family 
Student-Athlete Award: Alison Lange (volley- 
ball); Ernst ©@ Young Accounting 
Scholarship: Ryan Kyranakis (men’s track and 
field); Anderson Consulting MIS Scholarship: 
Beau Crawford (men’s track and field); 
George K. Page Scholars-Department of 
Economics Finance and Legal Studies: 
Jennifer Wagner (volleyball); Dow Chemical 
Outstanding Junior in Marketing and 
Management: Becca Baum (women’s tennis); 
C&BA Scholar Athlete: Melissa Clark (volley- 
ball), Economics Freshman Achievement 
Award: Stephanie Kite (gymnastics); 
American Institute of Astronautics and 
Aeronautics Outstanding Senior: Jeremy 
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Vaughn (baseball); Department of Human 
Environmental Sciences Sarah Browning 
Scholarship: Sarah Kreimer (volleyball) and 
Matt Whitaker (baseball); 2000-01 
Ambassadors of the College of Engineering: 
Jeremy Vaughn (baseball); 

Capstone Communication Society 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship: Kathryn 
Davidson (women’s swimming and diving); 
Department of Advertising and Public 
Relations Academic Award: Kelly Fash (vol- 
leyball); Outstanding Environmental Science 
Undergraduate Student Award: Troy 
Henderson (men’s track and field); 
Department of Mathematics B.B. Comer 
Mathematics Medal: Wade Watkins (men’s 
track and field); Outstanding Finance 
Undergraduate Student: Jennifer Wagner 
(volleyball); Department of Human 
Environmental Sciences Minnie Hayes Rast 
Scholarship: Sarah Kreimer (volleyball); 
Certificate of Merit in Management 
Information Sciences: Beau Crawford and 
Japheth Koech (both men’s track and field); 
Black Scholar Awards Recognition: from foot- 
ball Corey Ferguson, Kenny King, Saleem 
Rasheed and Ahmaad Galloway; from gym- 
nastics Robin Hawkins and Andrea Pickens; 
from men’s basketball Terrance Meade, from 
women’s basketball Manisha Redus and Oreal 
Taylor, and from women’s track and field 
Nicole Ireland; 

Gladys M, Poe Scholarship: Becca Baum 
(women’s tennis), Birgitte Evans (women’s 
track and field), Jennifer Wagner (volleyball); 
Barbara Rene Shoemaker Memorial 
Scholarship: Lexa Evans (gymnastics); 
Sophomore With Highest Scholastic Average 
in New College: Dawn Boggs (women’s track 
and field); Department of Marketing 
Recognition of Excellence in Scholarship: 
Becca Baum (women’s tennis), Susan Flock 
(women’s track and field), Brooke Donoho 
(women’s swimming and_ diving); 
Department of Management Recognition of 
Excellence in Scholarship: Melissa Clark 
(volleyball), Cliff Carter and Tripp Powell 
(football), Freeman Fite and Jan-Are Larsen 
(men’s golf); Sarah Johnston (women’s golf), 
April Makinson (gymnastics) and Travis 
Stinnett (men’s basketball); Department of 
Health Care Management Recognition of 
Excellence in Scholarship: Krista Gole (gym- 
nastics); Charles Haines Scholarship- 
Consumer Sciences/Financial Planning: Jason 
Jones (football); and Michael L. McDaniel 
Memorial Scholarship 2000-01 Freshman 
Recipient: Krystal Davis (women’s track). 

Selected to the various SEC Academic All- 
SEC teams were: 

Baseball; Aaron Clark, Lance Cormier, 
Eddie Ferguson, Casey Lambert, Scott 
McClanahan, Jeremy Vaughn, Matt Whitaker; 
Men's Basketball: Jim Bakken, Jeremy Hays, 
Tarik London, Terrance Meade, Travis 
Stinnett; Men’s Golf: Drew Eller, Freeman 
Fite, Whit Kilgroe, Jan-Are Larsen, Oscar 
Lindvall, Karl Nyblom, Wes Vance; Men's 
Tennis: William Boyles, Brad Friedman, 
Chris McRae, Thomas Givan, Francisco 


Dominique Glinzler 


Rodriguez; Football: Kecalf Bailey, Tim 
Bowens, Corey Bryan, Cliff Carter, Adam 
Cox, Tony Dixon, Ahmaad Galloway, Ross 
Gunnells, Paul Hogan, Steven Holley, Patrick 
Hollingsworth, Steven Holloway, Kenny King, 
Jason McAddley, Tripp Powell, Saleem 
Rasheed, Jonathan Richey, Robert Saucier, 
Marcus Spencer, Tyler Watts, Kelvis White; 
Men’s Swimming and Diving: Oren Azard, 
Grant Jollands, Charles Reeves, Alan Rose, 
Glen Walshaw, Timothy Wolters; 
Gymnastics: Natalie Barrington, Krista Gole, 
Robin Hawkins, Katie Hornecker, Gina 
Logan, Alexa Martinez, Whitney Morgan, 
Andree Pickens, Sara Scarborough, Lissy 
Smith, Kristin Sterner, Dara Stewart, Raegan 
Tomasek; 

Softball: Kelley Askew, Lisa DeBruin, Ginger 
Jones, Kelly Kretschman, Christy Kyle, 
Suzanne Olcott, Jennifer Reach; Men's Track 
and Field: Tim Broe, Troy Henderson, Ryan 
Hunter, Ryan Kyranakis, Chris Mutai, Josh 
Spraggins, Wade Watkins; Soccer: LaTonda 
Eubanks, Michelle Evans, Amanda Lewis, 
Kathleen Motheral, Amanda Smith, Kim 
Zarzour, Women’s Swimming and Diving: 
Katherine Bortenlanger, Sarah Burns, Kelly 
Coellner, Dawn Coy, Kathryn Davidson, 
Brooke Donoho, Emily Donohue, Belinda 
Green, Holly McCreless, Christine Menendez, 
Alaina Patterson, Marcy Warner; Women’s 
Golf: Allison Akin, Vanessa Bell, Erica 
Boozman, Jenny Bouvin, Paula Carter, Sarah 
Johnston, Lacy Shelton; Women’s Track and 
Field: Dawn Boggs, Delilah Dillard, Birgette 
Evans, Amanda Grout, Halldora Jonasdottir, 
Judyth Kitson, Ashley LaBudde, Alyson Mills, 
Tulia Robinson, Janna Wren; Women’s Tennis: 
Becca Baum, Millie Begovic, Dominique 
Glinzler, Jenny Ketchum, Selia Mathew; and 
Volleyball: Shelly Adamcik, Melissa Clark, 
Sarah Cotton, Kelly Fash, Katherine Gaudet, 
Michelle Green, Sarah Kreimer, Allison Lange, 
Monica Morales, Emily Sebastian, Bridget 
Studnicka, and Jen Wagner. 
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Football Recruiting: 


Big Guys Are In Big Demand 


by James Edwards 


Alabama high schools 
have always produced 
good linemen, linebackers 


he big hogs up front, the defensive 
jl wall, the impassable front seven, and 
the big uglies. Those are among ex- 
pressions describing the big men of football, 
the linemen, tight ends, and linebackers. It’s 
no secret that the team that wins the battle 
in the trenches is ordinarily the winner on 
the scoreboard. As a result, the big men 
draw the attention of college recruiters, per- 
haps more than that of the public which 
tends to focus on the more glamour posi- 
tions. 
Over the years, the state of Alabama has 


produced some of the nation’s finest line- 
men, tight ends, and linebackers. Billy 
Neighbors, John Hannah, Sylvester Croom, 
Chris Samuels, Howard Cross, Lee Roy 
Jordan, Cornelius Bennett, Lee Roy Cook, 


and John Hand are among the products of 


Alabama high schools who went on to star 
for the Crimson Tide. 

This appears to be another year in which a 
large number of large players in the Alabama 
prep ranks will be headed for college play. 
Here is a look at some of those big men, 
who are listed alphabetically by position: 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

Jeffrey Allen is a 6-5, 325, 5.4 (40-yard 
dash time) tackle from Huffman High 
School in Birmingham. He worked hard this 
summer and lost 25 pounds. He has also 
worked hard on his footwork and improv- 
ing his technique. He has superior strength 
and he is a stellar pass blocker. He was the 
anchor of a rushing attack that dominated 
most opponents his junior year. His coach, 
Curtis Coleman, said that with the extra 
work he has put in and the improvement in 
his footwork, that he is starting to look like 
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a college lineman. He has camped at 
Alabama and Middle Tennessee. He vertical 
jumps 19 inches and has a 2.95 GPA. He 
benches 435, squats 515, and power cleans 
315. He is interested in Alabama, Tennessee, 
LSU, Auburn, Georgia Tech, Mississippi 
State, Ole Miss, MTSU, UAB, and Michigan. 

Rance Brooks is a 6-6, 285, 5.2 tackle 
from West Blocton. He is a student govern- 
ment president who started his football ca- 
reer at Bessemer Academy (eighth grade) 
before transferring to West Blocton. He 
graded 88 per cent as a junior. He has a rep- 
utation as a hard worker. He has been ham- 
pered by a wrist injury that has affected his 
upper body strength (bench press 250). His 
lower body is better developed (squat 410, 
dead lift 375). He has camped at Auburn, 
Alabama, and MTSU. He likes Alabama, 
Auburn, MTSU, Baylor, Illinois, Notre 
Dame, UCK Dartmouth, and Yale. He has a 
3.9 GPA and 26 ACT. 

William Dowdell is a 6-3, 270, 5.2 guard 
from Opelika. As a junior he weighed 230 
and was a tight end who had eight catches 
for 70 yards and three touchdowns. He has 
added weight and now will man the offen- 
sive and defensive tackle slots. He benches 
290, squats 485, and power cleans 250. He 
has a 2.5 GPA and scored 15 on the ACT. 
He has camped at Georgia, LSU, Auburn, 
and the Montgomery Combine. He favors 
Auburn and LSU (offer) over South Caro- 
lina, Arkansas, and Georgia. 

Vincent Early is a 6-5, 305, 5.0 tackle 
from Leflore in Mobile. He graded 90 per 
cent as a junior and says his pass blocking 
has improved. He was honorable mention 
all-county as a junior. Pigskin Preps thinks 
he will be the fastest rising lineman in 
Alabama this season. He has camped at 
Mississippi State and Alabama State. He 
benches 385, squats 720, and deadlifts 625. 
He has a 2.8 GPA and a 16 ACT. He has in- 
terest in Ole Miss, Alabama, LSU, Auburn, 
Mississippi State, UAB, and Southern Miss. 

Cody Grammer is a 6-5, 245, 5.1 center 
from Tuscaloosa County in Northport.He is 
a very reliable and consistent blocker who 
strives to finish every block. He is an ex- 
tremely hard worker. He will need to gain 
weight to play in college. He graded around 
80 per cent blocking efficiency as a junior. 
He is also capable of calling blocking 
schemes. He vertical jumps 26 and he is just 
17 years old. He has camped at Alabama. He 
benches 300 and squats 390. He has a 2.8 
GPA. He favors Alabama, Tennessee, 
Mississippi State, Southern Miss, Georgia 
Tech, and Arkansas. 

Quinton Harris is a 6-3, 360, 5.3 guard 
from Courtland. His normal playing weight 
is 320-330, and he needs to lose the weight 
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he gained over the summer. He plays 
defensive tackle, offensive guard, and cen- 
ter. He is very agile, quick, and physical. He 
does have a tendency to tire since the only 
time he is not on the field is for kickoffs. He 
had 87 tackles and 13 sacks as a junior and 
made all-area, all-county, and all-state. His 
cousin, Bruce Jones was a Kodak All- 
America at North Alabama, then played in 
the NEL. He was state runner-up a year ago 
to Anthony Bryant in the shot put, but won 
both the discus (137-4) and shot put (48-2) 
this year. He benches 250 (5 times), He is 
interested in Alabama, Auburn, Penn State, 
lowa, and UAB. 

Ed Hutt is a 6-3, 265, 5.0 guard from 
Central in Tuscaloosa. He graded 80 per 
cent blocking efficiency as a junior, He 
played both sides of the ball as a freshman 
and sophomore, but was strictly on offense 
as a junior. He will see time on both sides 
again as a senior. He has a 27-inch vertical 
jump and a 3.0 GPA. He benches 330, 
squats 470, and power cleans 280, He has 
camped at LSU and Alabama. His Uncle, 
Norman Wiggins, played basketball at LSU. 
His favorites are LSU, Alabama, Mississippi 
State, Memphis, and Texas Tech, 

Will Johnson is a 6-3, 285, 5.4 tackle from 
Athens. A two-year starting tackle, he hasn't 
allowed a sack in his starting career. He also 
is versatile enough and intelligent enough 
to switch from left to right tackle depending 
on the strong side of the formation. Coach 
Allen Creasy calls him the best pass blocker 
he has coached. He was also the primary 
blocker for a rushing attack that had two 
1,000-yard rushers last season. Despite an 
average 40 time, he is quick enough to pull 
on sweeps and traps. He has worked twice a 
week with a speed coach in an attempt to 
lower his 40-yard dash time and increase 
his foot speed. He has camped at Alabama, 
Ole Miss, Clemson, and the Nike Combine 
at College Station, Texas. He vertical jumps 
25 inches, benches 330, squats 450, power 
cleans 275, and deadlifts 550. He has a 4.0 
GPA and a 28 ACT. He made the all-county, 
all-area, all-region, and all-state teams. He 
favors Alabama, Vanderbilt, Ole Miss, 
Clemson, and Mississippi State. 

Malte Kuhle is a 6-7, 326, 4.9 tackle from 
Crossville. Pronounced Mita Kool , he is an 
exchange student from Germany, who his 
coach says has all the tools. He played pri- 
marily offense in Germany, but he will get a 
look at defensive tackle. He benches 330 
(260 pounds, 8 times) and power cleans 
200 (10 times). He has a 3.9 GPA. Alabama, 
Auburn, and Southern Miss have shown in- 
terest. 

Jeremy Meade is a 6-5, 325, 5.5 tackle 
from Benjamin Russell in Alexander City. A 
four-year starting lineman who has mam- 
moth size and powerful strength, he had 29 
pancake blocks as a junior. He has a 27-inch 
vertical jump. He has camped at Alabama, 
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Auburn, and the Montgomery Combine. He 
benches 350, squats 540, and hang cleans 
275. He has a 2.9 GPA and a 20 ACT. He 
likes Alabama, Arkansas, Auburn, LSU, and 
Duke, The Blue Devils have made an offer. 

Emilio Thompson is a 6-6, 285, 5.3 tackle 
from Enterprise. His high school coach, Bill 
Bacon, has sent over 130 players to college 
and he says Thompson is as good as any of- 
fensive lineman he has coached. He is a 
very hard worker with good strength. He 
has a 2.7 GPA and took the ACT in June. 
He has camped at Auburn, Alabama, and 
Southern Miss. He is interested in Alabama, 
Auburn, UAB, Mississippi, Tennessee, 
Georgia, and Florida. 

Kevin Thornton is a 6-7, 252, 4.9 tackle 
from Gadsden, A three-year starter, he 
weighed more than 300 pounds as a sopho- 
more, but has worked himself into good 
shape. He has completely recovered from 
knee surgery during his eighth grade year. 
He is further along in his development than 
his twin brother, Kerry. He benches 235 and 
squats 385, He likes UAB, Auburn, LSU, 
Florida, Ole Miss, and Alabama. 

Zach Tubbs is a 6-7, 327, 5.3 1ackle from 
Cullman. The third major college lineman 
in consecutive years to matriculate at this 
school, he graded 91 per cent blocking elfi- 
ciency as a junior. He has a 23-inch vertical 


jump and made all-county as a junior. He 


has been a pass blocker, but the offense is 
changing to the Wing T and he will have to 
improve his drive blocking. He is related to 
former Alabama star Wayne Trimble. He has 
camped at Arkansas, Alabama, Georgia, 
Southern Miss, and MTSU. He benches 405 
and squats 530. He has a 3,6 GPA (ad- 
vanced diploma) and scored 21 on the ACT, 
He lists his choices as Alabama, Auburn, 
Texas, Arkansas, Michigan, Texas A&M, 
Kentucky, Southern Miss, and Navy, 

Antonio Underwood is a 6-5, 300, 5.1 
tackle from Tarrant in Birmingham. He was 
honorable mention all-state as a junior of- 
fensive lineman, He will start on the defen- 
sive front this year and may catch the eyes 
of many colleges in the middle. He benches 
315 and hang cleans 250, He has a 2.75 
GPA. His uncle is former Alabama basket- 
ball point guard Terry Coner, He is consid- 
ering UAB, Alabama, Georgia, Arizona 
State, and Auburn. 

Other offensive linemen to watch are: 

James Gardner, tackle, 6-4, 280, 5.35, 
Dothan; Joey Hiatt, tackle, 6-4, 270, 5.2, 
Hewitt Trussville; Demetrice Jackson, cen- 
ter, 6-2, 320, 5.5, Francis Marion; Brandon 
McKinney, guard, 6-4, 365, 5,42, 
Birmingham Huffman; Timmy Norris, 
guard, 6-3, 318, 5.1, Bibb County; Grant 
Rainey, guard, 6-4, 320, 3.7, Winfield; 
Justin Rainey, guard, 6-3, 260, 5.5, 
Winfield: Brock Reed, guard, 6-4, 295, 5.3, 
Pisgah; Cornelius Rogers, guard, 6-3, 270, 
5.1. Homewood; Shaun Sonia, guard, 6-4, 
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295, 5.5, Huntsville Butler; Josh Sutton, 
tackle, 6-5, 340, 5.5, Cherokee; Michael 
Terry, tackle, 6-5, 315, 5.4, Lexinton: Kerry 
Thornton, tackle, 6-6, 257, Gadsden; 
William Ward, center, 6-2, 250, 4.9, 
Prattville; and John Williams, tackle, 6-7, 
320, 5.1, Francis Marion. 
TIGHT END 

Lawrence Lilly is 6-4, 245, +.8 from 
Montevallo. He is the top tight end prospect 
in Alabama despite only having nine games 
of high school football experience. He plays 
tight end, slot receiver, and wide receiver. 
He had 22 receptions for 327 yards (14.8 
yards per catch) and four touchdowns in 
2000. He has a 32-inch vertical jump. He 
has played basketball primarily until a year 
ago. His father, Lawrence Lilly, played bas- 
ketball at Alabama State and for the New 
York Knicks. He has camped at Alabama, 
Auburn, UAB, and Ole Miss. He benches 
260, squats 400, and power cleans 240, He 
holds a 2.89 GPA (advanced courses). He is 
showing early interest in Alabama, Auburn, 
Arkansas, Ole Miss, Duke, and Vanderbilt. 

Ricky Mims is a 6-5, 250, 4.9 tight end 
and defensive end from Fairhope. He has 
previously performed on defense and posted 
72 tackles and four sacks as a junior. He 
made honorable mention all-county as a ju- 
nior. He camped at Auburn. He benches 
280, power cleans 250, and squats 445. He 
has a 2.75 GPA. He is interested in Alabama, 
LSU, Southern Miss, Auburn, and UAB. 

Donivon Padgett is 6-3, 230, 4.7 from 
Vigor in Prichard. He had two touchdowns 
in the five games he has played tight end, 
He has a 30-inch vertical jump, benches 
345, has a 2.8 GPA, and scored 18 on the 
ACT. He camped at Auburn and Louisville. 
Those two lead Southern Miss, Alabama, 
and UAB. 

Jeffrey Spurlock is 6-3, 250, 4.9 from 
Gadsden. He improved his stock in summer 
camps. He caught eight passes for 200 yards 
as a junior, but was best known for his 
blocking. He made all-area as a junior. He 
also plays defensive tackle and had 50 tack- 
les. He has camped at Auburn and Samford. 
He benches 250, squats 415, and power 
cleans 245, He has a 2.85 GPA and a 17 
ACT. He lists UAB, Auburn, Southern Miss, 
Ole Miss, and Alabama. 

Nick Threlkeld is 6-7, 220, 4.8 from 
Hubbertville. A two-sport gem, he is getting 
strong looks in football and basketball. He 
has been an all-state honoree ever since his 
freshman season, He had 52 receptions for 
829 yards and 11 touchdowns as a sopho- 
more, while his junior year he increased 
those totals to 82 receptions, 1200 yards, 
and nine touchdowns. He also plays 
linebacker position and had 93 tackles. He 
has attended Alabama and Mississippi State 
camps. He has a 30-inch vertical jump. In 
basketball he averaged 27 points, 12 re- 
bounds, four blocks, and three assists as a 
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Chris Harris 


junior, He benches 305, squats 415, and 
deadlifts 420. He is a good student. He fa- 
vors Mississippi State, Alabama, Auburn, 
Ole Miss, and Florida, 

Other possiblities include: 

Cameron Blanchard, 6-4, 230, 4.7, 
Winfield; Brian Bouyer, 6-4, 195, 4.7, 
Eufaula; Brett Mask, 6-4, 240, 5.0, 
Buckhorn; and Logan Wilks, 6-5, 245, 4.8, 
Plainview. 

DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

James Adams is a 6-4, 235, 4.8 end from 
Tuscaloosa County in Northport. He has 
battled a shoulder injury that has hindered 
his strength training. He needs some work 
in the weightroom (bench 250, squat 400, 
clean 275), He had 40 tackles and seven 
sacks as a junior. He has a 28-inch vertical 
jump. He is a backup at tight end and he 
may get a look on that side of the ball. His 
father, James Adams, is a dean at The 
University of Alabama. He has a 3.0 GPA. 
He has camped at Alabama, Georgia Tech, 
and Mississippi State. Those three along 
with Duke, Arkansas, Ole Miss, Oklahoma 
State, Louisville, and Memphis head his list. 

Christopher Browder is a 6-4, 215, 4.7 
end from Wilcox Central in Camden. Easily 
the fastest rising player in Alabama this sea- 
son, he burst on the scene at the college 
camps he attended. He was offered scholar- 
ships by each school (Ole Miss, Alabama, 
Auburn). He has commited to Alabama. He 
is a versatile head hunter who plays both 
inside and outside linebacker. As a junior 
he had 109 tackles, 19 sacks, two caused 
fumbles, and two fumble recoveries. He 
weighed 185 pounds as a junior but has 
added 30 pounds of muscle this summer. 
College coaches think he could weigh up to 
260 pounds. He sports a 35-inch vertical 
jump. He benches 285, squats 450, power 
cleans 250, and deadlifts 375, He carries a 


2.9 GPA. He chose Alabama over Auburn, 
LSU, and Ole Miss. 

Jeremy Clark is a 6-3, 270, 4.7 tackle 
from Daphne. He played defensive end as a 
junior and had 90 tackles (six per game), 
eight sacks, two pass deflections, and four 
fumble recoveries, He has a 27-inch vertical 
jump and benches 385 and squats 500. He 
earned all-county, all-region, and all-state 
honors last year. His Coach, Steve Savarese, 
has tutored the likes of Cornelius Bennett, 
Kenny King, and Atlas Herrion, and says 
that Clark can be just as good. He He has a 
2.8 GPA. He favors Alabama, LSU, Tennes- 
see, Arkansas, and Southern Miss. 

Jamal Cooper is a 6-4, 292, 5.0 tackle 
from Lee in Montgomery. He had 70 tackles 
and five sacks as a junior. He benches 365 
(3 times), squats 425 (3 times), and at the 
Capitol City Combine he lifted 185 pounds 
25 times. He likes Georgia, LSU, Alabama, 
Auburn, MTSU, and Troy State. 

Ben Grubbs is a 6-4, 247, 4.88 end from 
Elmore County in Eclectic. He is the fastest 
rising player in the state since his display of 
talent at the Capitol City Combine. He 
plays middle linebacker, outside linebacker, 
and defensive end, He had 138 tackles and 
six sacks as a junior and was all-county and 
all-metro, He benches 355, squats 550, and 
deadlifts 555, He benched 185 pounds 30 
times at the Capitol City Combine. He is 
the starting center on the basketball team 
and averaged 18 points and 10 rebounds. 
He has attended camps at Auburn, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi State, UAB, Troy, and 
Montgomery Combine. He has a 3.5 GPA. 
He favors Alabama, Auburn, LSU, Missis- 
sippi State, and Ole Miss. 

Chris Harris is a 6-6, 230, 4.65 end from 
Central in Tuscaloosa, He has committed to 
Alabama alter a junior year in which he out- 
performed Brandon Washington, who 
signed with LSU. He posted 80 tackles and 
16 sacks as a junior. He benches 290 and 
power cleans 260. He has a 3.3 GPA. His 
cousin, Anthony Harris played at Southern 
Miss. He camped at Alabama and commit- 
ted to Alabama over offers from LSU, 
Auburn, and Georgia Tech. 

Tommy Jackson is a 6-2, 280, 4.9 noseguard 
from Opelika. He was his team’s defensive 
captain as a junior as he posted 107 tackles, 
three sacks, three caused fumbles, and one 
fumble recovery. He is also an offensive tack- 
le. He made all-area and honorable mention 
all-state as a junior. He has a 29-inch vertical 
jump. He has camped at Georgia, Auburn, 
LSU, and the Montgomery Combine. His 
uncle, Roy Lee Jackson, pitched in the major 
league for the Giants and Blue Jays. He 
benches 370, squats 550, and hang cleans 
315. He has a 3.5 GPA and an 18 ACT. He is 
considering Auburn, Alabama, LSU, Georgia, 
Ole Miss, Tennessee, and Southern Miss. 

Terell Lewis is a 6-6, 285, 5.0 tackle from 
Davidson in Mobile. He plays offensive and 
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defensive tackle in high school, but he is 
getting looks as a run-stopper in college. He 
vertical jumps 26. He had 40 tackles and 
four sacks as a junior. He camped at 
Alabama. He benches 350, squats 450, and 
power cleans 300. He likes Alabama, 
Florida, Southern Miss, Central Florida, 
Tennessee, and UAB. 

James Newby is a 6-7, 260, 4.9 end from 
Athens. He also plays olfensive tackle and is 
a two year starter. He had 116 tackles, eight 
sacks, five fumble recoveries, seven blocked 
passes, and one blocked punt in 13 games 
as a junior while leading his team to the 
state quarterfinals. He made all-area, all- 
county, and all-region. He attended the 
Capitol City Combine in Montgomery and 
the Nike Combine in College Station, Texas. 
He benches 275, squats +10, and power 
cleans 275. He has a 3.5 GPA and a 20 ACT. 
He is looking at Alabama, North Carolina 
State, Mississippi State, Ole Miss, Auburn, 
Georgia Tech, UCF, and Southern Miss. 

Henry Smith is a 6-3, 285, 4.9 tackle from 
Aliceville. He is the defensive leader for the 
defending 3A state champions. He had 160 
tackles, eight sacks, one interception, and 
one fumble recovery as. a junior. He has ac- 
cumulated 260 tackles and 15 sacks for his 
career, He was selected ESPN pre-season 
All-America. He vertical jumps 32 inches, 
benches 405 and squats 375. He has 
camped at Alabama, Auburn, and UAB. He 
is leaning to Alabama over Auburn, Florida 
State, Florida, Tennessee, and UAB. 

Kyle Tatum is a 6-6, 280, 4.8 end from 
Prattville. The pre-season number one play- 
er in the state has committed to Alabama. 
He played defensive tackle as a junior, He is 
highly ranked by every national recruiting 
service. He posted 75 tackles, 10 sacks, 15 
tackles for loss, and two fumble recoveries 
(one returned for a touchdown) as a junior. 
He was all-county and honorable mention 
all-state. He will move to defensive end as a 
senior and will play some tight end. His 
brother, Keith Tatum, played tight end at 
Tennessee-Chattanooga. He vertical jumps 
29, benches 315, squats 460, and power 
cleans 315. He has a 3.8 GPA and a 19 ACT. 
He has camped at Ole Miss, Alabama, LSU, 
and UAB. He committed to Alabama over 
offers from Auburn, Florida, LSU, Notre 
Dame, Stanford, South Carolina, Baylor, 
Georgia Tech, Clemson, and Memphis. 

Others to watch are: 

Jamesio Bell, end, 6-5, 225, 4.6, Bibb 
County; LaQuentin Dudley, tackle, 6-3, 
290, 5.0, Birmingham Minor; John 
Harbison, tackle, 6-3, 245, +.9, Theodore: 
Sam Kendrick, end, 6-5, 245, 4.8, 
Birmingham Mortimer Jordan; Demarcus 
Means, nose tackle, 6-1, 281, 5.0, 
Birmingham Huffman; Kenneth Morris, 
tackle, 6-5, 295, 5.2, Headland; Arthur 
Perryman, end, 6-3, 265, 4.9, Montgomery 
Carver; Steven Reeves, nose tackle, 6-0, 
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266, 3.2, Camden Wilcox Central; Ryan 
Riley, tackle, 6-3, 285, 5.0, Birmingham 
Parker; and Aundre Wright, end, 6-4, 250, 
4.8, Mobile Shaw. 
LINEBACKERS 

Ryan Brick is 6-3, 210, 4,65 from 
Prattville. He had 60 tackles, seven sacks, 
and two caused fumbles as a junior, He has 
a 32-inch vertical jump and benches 270, 
squats 450, and power cleans 300. He has 
camped at Auburn, MTSU, Southern Miss, 
Alabama, UAB, and Montgomery Combine. 
He has a 2.3 GPA. He lists Southern Miss, 
MTSU, Memphis, UAB, and Alabama, 

Raymond Chaney is 6-1, 245, 4.8 from 
Shaw in Mobile. A junior defensive end, he 
will move to inside linebacker as a senior. 
He was credited with 67 tackles and nine 
sacks as a junior. He made third team all- 
county. His cousin, Carlos Smith, played at 
Auburn. He has camped at Alabama. He 
benches 430, squats 500, and deadlifts 500. 
He has a 2.6 GPA. He likes LSU, Alabama, 
Ole Miss, Southern Miss, UCF, and Auburn. 

Tyrone Martin is 6-1, 208, 4.5 from 
Benjamin Russell in Alexander City. He is a 
National Honor Society member who made 
first team all-state as a junior. He is the de- 
fensive leader for a team that lost the state 
championship in a five overtime marathon. 
He finished his junior year with over 120 
tackles, seven sacks, 10 caused fumbles, 
eight fumble recoveries, and four intercep- 
tions. He has a 33-inch vertical jump, 
benches 305, squats 500, and hang cleans 
300. He has camped at Auburn, Alabama, 
Georgia, and the Montgomery Combine. 
His cousin and coach, Willie Martin, played 
in the Canadian Football League. He lists 
Auburn, Duke, Alabama, Notre Dame, and 
Georgia. Duke has offered. 

Larry McSwain is 6-2, 225, 4.85 from 
Vigor in Prichard. He was all-county and 


honorable mention all-state last year. He 
needs to increase his speed. He benches 365, 
squats 545, power cleans 275, and deadlifts 
600. He has a 3.2 GPA and a 16 ACT. He at- 
tended the Capitol City Combine. He is in- 
terested in Penn State, Michigan, lowa, 
Tennessee, LSU, Alabama, Auburn, Duke, 
South Carolina, Ole Miss, Southern Miss, 
Mississippi State, and Texas AGM. 

Earnest Nance is 6-3, 210, 4.5 from 
Courtland. He was all-county, all-area, and 
all-state as a middle linebacker and running 
back. He rushed for over 1,100 yards with 
eight touchdowns, but his reputation has 
been made on defense. He had 121 tackles, 
10 sacks, four caused fumbles, three fumble 
recoveries, one interception, and one 
blocked punt in 10 games last year. In bas- 
ketball he averaged 15 points and 10 re- 
bounds. He benches 200 and squats 350. 
He has a 2.9 GPA and 17 ACT. He is inter- 
ested in Alabama, Ole Miss, Auburn, UAB, 
Nebraska, and Tennessee. 

Kevin Sears is 6-5, 215, +.65 from 
Russellville in Russellville. As a high school 
free safety, he had 56 tackles and 7 intercep- 
tions as a junior. He will play linebacker in 
college. He is an all-region player who has 
camped at Kentucky and UAB. He benches 
245 and squats 365. He still needs to qualify 
academically. He is the first cousin of Colin 
Sears, who played at Auburn and with the 
Dallas Cowboys. He likes Auburn, Alabama, 
Tennessee, Georgia, and Ole Miss. 

Darius Wilder is 6-0, 235, 4.6 from 
Aliceville. The cousin of Leron Little (UAB), 
he was all-county and second team All- 
West Alabama as a junior, a year in which 
he had over 100 tackles for the 3A state 
champions. He was getting some attention, 
but it really picked up when he won the 
MVP of Linebackers at the Tennessee Titans 
(Blane Bishop and Derrick Mason) camp. 
He also camped at Auburn. He has a 32- 
inch vertical jump, a 385 bench press, and 
405 deadlift. He is also his team’s fullback. 
He has a 2.25 GPA. He is getting looks from 
Alabama, Auburn, LSU, Ole Miss, Missis- 
sippi State, Arkansas, UAB, Southern Miss, 
Louisville, Georgia Tech, Notre Dame, and 
Vanderbilt. 

Other linebackers to watch are: 

Zach Anders, 6-4, 215, 4.5, Baldwin 
County; Sean Barkley, 6-2, 230, 4.7, Attalla 
Etowah; Jarkis Beard, 6-3, 230, 4.7, Shades 
Valley; Jordan Cantrell, 6-1, 220, 4.5, 
Athens East Limestone; Curran Foose, 6-1, 
210, 4.7, Mobile UMS Wright; Greg Jelks, 6- 
1, 213, 4.9, Birmingham Ensley; Allen 
Long, 6-3, 225, 4.7, Addison; Mark Miller, 
6-0, 205, 4.5, Birmingham Briarwood 
Christian; emeco Ryans, 6-2, 220, 4.6, 
Bessemer Jess Lanier; Angelo Sullivan, 6-0, 
215, 4.65, Theodore; Steve Tennin, 6-2, 
200, 4.65, Birmingham Briarwood Chris- 
tian; and Michael Thomas. 6-2, 200, 4.55, 
Montgomery Lee. 
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SCORECARD 


Health Care 

After months of speculation that Alabama 
would strike a deal with Birmingham-based 
HealthSouth, Athletics Director Mal Moore, 
along with Les Fowler, who has served as 
team orthopedic surgeon for a number of 
years, announced that Alabama Sports 
Medicine and Orthopedic Center (ASMOC) 
of Birmingham will join the athletics depart- 
ment's medical team, Moore said, “ASMOC 
will serve as special consultants to our or- 
thopedic team.” 

The key element in the agreement is the 
world’s most famous orthopedic surgeon [or 
athletes, Dr. James Andrews. Alabama ath- 
letes will now have the option of using 
ASMOC and Andtews. 


New Baseball Assistant 

Danny Watkins has been named assistant 
baseball coach at Alabama, replacing Mitch 
Gaspard, who left Alabama to become the 
head coach at Northwestern State University, 

“Danny is a good baseball man,” Head 
Coach Jim Wells said. “I felt really com- 
fortable with him. We needed someone 
who could recruit and evaluate talent and 
someone who we felt could help us on the 
field. Danny can do both of those things. 
He has been around successful programs 
and has head coaching experience. He has 
coached all phases of the game.” 

Watkins joins the Alabama staff alter 
spending the last two years as an area scout 
for the Houston Astros. Watkins’ coverage 
area included Alabama, Mississippi. 
Tennessee and the Florida panhandle. 

Watkins duties for the Crimson Tide in- 
cludes working with the hitters and out- 
fielders and recruiting. 

Prior to his stint with the Astros, Watkins 
served as an assistant coach at San Jacinto 
College from 1997-99. He helped the 
Gators to two back-to-back runner-up fin- 
ishes in the National Junior College Athletic 
Association World Series. The 1999 squad 
set numerous single-season batting records 
including average (.364), total hits (722), 
doubles (145), home runs (97) and on-base 
percentage (.461). 

Before moving to San Jacinto, Watkins 
was the first head coach at Vernon (Texas) 
Regional College. During his 10-year stint 
with the Chaparrals, Watkins compiled a 
301-253 (.543) record. His best single-sea- 
son at Vernon was a 41-20 in 1992. While at 
Vernon, Watkins coached Aubrey Hulf 
(Tampa Bay Devil Rays) and Ramon Martinez 
(San Francisco Giants). 

Watkins was named the coach of the 
Texas-New Mexico Junior College All-Star 
team in 1989, Watkins was also an assistant 
coach for the Team USA Junior Olympic 
Team at the Olympic Trials in 1986. 

Watkins broke into the coaching profes- 
sion as a volunteer assistant coach at TCU 
(1983) before moving to Texas Tech (1984- 
86), where he served as a graduate assistant 
coach, 

The Milledgeville, Georgia, native was a 
four-year letterman and starting catcher at 
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Georgia Tech (1979-82), where he played 
for Coach Jim Luck and Coach Jim Morris. 
He was a .296 career hitter at Tech with 18 
home runs and 95 RBI. 

Born October 24, 1960, Watkins is married 
to the former Paula Bryant and the couple has 
two children, James Terrell “J.T.” (12) and 
Elizabeth Nicole (10), 


The Boys Of Summer 

A number of Alabama baseball players have 
been successful in summer league play. Here 
are some highlights: 

Senior catcher Jeremy Brown spent his third 
straight summer with Northern Ohio of the 
Great Lakes League. In the wooden-bat 
league, Brown hit .375 with 11 home runs. 

A number of Tiders played for the Bama 
Bombers, Matt Alling appeared in 24 games 
and led the team with a .416 average. He also 
added one home run and 17 RBI. Freshman 
pitcher Jacob Legg was a two-way player for 
the Bombers. At the plate, he batted .390 
(16x41) with 12 RBI in 20 games. Freshman 
pitcher Eric Mennen appeared in five games 
and posted a 2-1 record and 2.55 ERA. 
Mennen was second on the team with 16 
suikeouts. Freshman infielder Trey Moody 
batted .338 (19x77) in 24 games. Moody 
added six doubles and 17 RBI. Freshman in- 
fielder Allen Rice hit 311 (23x74) in 24 
games and added one home run and 17 RBI. 
Freshman Zac Welch was also a two-way 
player. At the plate, he batted .311 (19x60) 
with one home run and 16 RBI. Welch ap- 
peared in 22 games. 

Freshman left-hander Brent Carter spent 
his third straight summer with the Americus 
(Georgia) Travelers. 

Freshman pitcher Coley Blakeney and fresh- 
man catcher Bo Hannah played American 
Legion baseball for Northport Post 208, 


Grand Slammers Tourney 

The Grandslammers, the support group 
for Alabama baseball. will hold its annual 
fall golf tournament Friday, September 29, at 
Ol’ Colony Golf Course in Tuscaloosa. Tide 
Head Coach Jim Wells and Assistant 
Coaches Jim Gatewood and Danny Watkins 
will participate. 

The format is a four-person scramble with 
low gross and low net divisions, Valid handi- 
caps are required, The cost is $85 per player, 
which includes a round of golf, lunch and 
various door prizes. Registration begins at 
noon with a shotgun start at 1:30 p.m. For 
more information, call (205) 333-9943 or 
(205) 752-3428. 


Dudley Sidelined 

In what he described as a very difficult de- 
cision, Alabama basketball forward Erwin 
Dudley put his health and his Crimson Tide 
future in front of opportunity. Dudley was 
one of 16 finalists for the United States World 
University Games Team, However, because of 
tendonitis in his left foot, Dudley elected to 
withdraw from the team, The team was to 
play in the World University Games in 
Beijing, China. 


“lm disappointed, and it's been a hard deei- 
sion to make,” said Dudley, the only player in 
the Southeastern Conference last season to 
average in double digits in both scoring and 
rebounding. He decided he needed to treat 
his ailment rather than to continue practice 
and play. “I've thought about this a great deal. 
Its a great opportunity, and | appreciate USA 
Basketball for letting me be a part of the tri- 
als. It would be a great honor, a great experi- 
ence and fun to be a part of the World 
University Games. But the more I’ve practiced 
to get ready for the trials, the more problems 
I've had. I's something that started this sum- 
mer. Uve worked with our trainer and it 
hasn't gotten any better. | want this to be a 
big year for us, and | want to be 100 per cent 
when we start in on our conditioning.” 


Another To Wildcats 

Former Tide Assistant Men’s Basketball 
Coach Gregg Polinsky has joined Tubby 
Smith's basketball staff at the University of 
Kentucky. Polinsky is the Director of 
Basketball Operations, Polinsky was an as- 
sistant to Wimp Sanderson and also to David 
Hobbs (who is now an assistant coach for the 
Wildcats) at Alabama from 1989-95. Polinsky 
has been a scout for the New Jersey Nets. 


Leaders 

All-America gymmast Andreé Pickens and 
track and field star Safiya Ingram were select- 
ed to attend this years NCAA Foundation 
Leadership Conference. The conference in 
Orlando, Florida, was the fifth conducted by 
the foundation, Fewer than 300 student-ath- 
letes nationwide were selected for the event 
in which the participants are instructed in 
ways to “become confident, competent agents 
of change on their college campuses and in 
their communities.” 


New Tennis Assistant 

Mario Rincon, a former professional tennis 
player from Columbia, has been named an as- 
sistant coach for the Alabama men’s tennis 
team, Head Coach Adam Steinberg said, “I'm 
very excited to have him, | think Mario brings 
a huge amount of playing experience on the 
tour and in the Southeastern Conference, 
which will add so much to our program. He's 
very knowledgeable of the game and having 
competed in the SEC is a huge advantage. 
He's someone who understands what its like 
and has been there and 1 think that will trans- 
late into helping our guys wemendously, 

Rincon, 33, a native of Columbia-and 
Colombian Professional Tennis Player of the” 
Year in 1997, has coached professional players 
since 1997, and played professionally on the 
ATP tour for nine years prior. Rincon’s profes- 
sional tennis career included appearances in 
all four Grand Slam events: the U.S. Open, 
French Open, Wimbledon and the Australian 
Open. Rincon was ranked as high as number 
178 in the world by the ATP in 1994-1996. 

“I'm very excited about this job because it's 
a great way to start a coaching career. That's 
what I've always wanted to do,” Rincon said. 
“For a number of years | have followed SEC 
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tennis and | know that Alabama had a great 
year last year and we're only losing one play- 
er. We have great expectations for the com- 
ing year and we hope to be in the top 10.” 

Rincon played collegiate tennis at Kentucky 
where he was an All-America and SEC cham- 
pion. Rincon also played two years at North 
Greenville College where he was an All- 
America and National Junior College cham- 
pion in 1987. 

Rincon, his wile Laura, and daughter, also 
named Laura, come to Tuscaloosa from Port 
Saint Lucie, Florida. 

Rincon replaces Tad Berkowitz who has 
hired on as an assistant at Texas A & M 
University, 


New Soccer Assistant 

Chase Wooten of Shreveport, Louisiana, 
has been named Alabama's assistant soccer 
coach. He will coach goalkeepers. 

Head Coach Don Staley said, “We were 
looking al our needs with four goalkeepers 
and we realized that Chase was perfect for 
the job,” said Staley. “He's an experienced 
goalkeeper and when we saw him work with 
the kids at camp and how they responded to 
him, we knew that he could help get our 
goalkeepers back to where we've been in the 
past, and that’s on top of the SEC.” 

Wooten comes to The Capstone alter 
having been named the 2001 Boy’s and Girl's 
High School District Coach of the Year in 
Shreveport, where he coached at Southfield 
School. 

“Pm thrilled to get this job,” said Wooten. 
“I've seen the Alabama soccer program on 
television and I like the positive image it 
portrayed, 1 look forward to bringing some 
intensive training at the goalkeeper position 
to the program.” 


Amateur Qualifier 

Austin Hynson, who will be a sophomore 
for the Alabama men’s golf team this fall, had 
an exceptional performance in qualifying for 
this year's United States Amateur 
Championship. The Mobile native shot 70- 
70-140 to win first place at the qualifier at 
Dancing Rabbit golf course in Philadelphia, 
Mississippi, to win by four strokes. The 
Amateur was scheduled August 20-24 at the 
East Lake Golf Club in Adanta, 

“I'm very proud of Austin’s effort,” said 
Alabama Coach Dick Spybey. “His perfor- 
mance just adds to the excitement of our up- 
coming season, He's a prime example of the 
kind of young man we're striving to build our 
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program with, Last year he realized he need- 
ed to get stronger and gain more experience, 
and it certainly paid off.” 

Hynson becomes the twentieth different 
Crimson Tide golfer to qualify for the U.S. 
Amateur since 1974. Jerry Pate heads that list 
as the 1974+ U.S. Amateur champion. Five 
Tide golfers have been two-time qualifiers, in- 
cluding current PGA golfer Dicky Pride (1990 
and 1992), Jim Kilduff (1976 and 1979), Greg 
Letson (1992 and 1995), Chip Deason (1993 
and 1996) and Patrick Vadden (1994 and 
1997). Alabama’ other U.S. Amateur partici- 
pants include Alan Pate (1975), Cecil Ingram 
(1980), Jim Kelson (1982), Alan Pope (1984), 
PGA golfer Spike McRoy (1989), Jeff Street 
(1990), Scott Taylor (1993), Jeff Amershadian 
(1993), Mayson Petty (1995), John 
Stahlschmidt (1996), Tim Arnoult (1997), 
Wes Vance (1999) and Chip Zahn (1999). 

Since his professional golf career was cut 
short by a shoulder problem, Jerry Pate (who 
also won the United States Open) has become 
an outstanding golf course designer, 
lronically, he designed the Dancing Rabbit 
course on which Hynson qualified. 


Pates At PGA 

Former Alabama golfer Jerry Pate, who won 
the United States Open Championship when 
it was played at the Atlanta Athletic Club, 
was a special invitee to this year's PGA 
Championship at the Auanta Athletic Club in 
Duluth, Georgia, His caddy was his son, 
Wesley, who will be a junior on the Alabama 
men’s golf team this fall. Jerry Pate lettered 
four years at Alabama, from 1972-75, culmi- 
nating his Crimson Tide career by winning 
the 1975 U.S. Amateur and immediately em- 
barking on a successful pro career that in- 
cluded eight PGA tour victories between 
1976 and 1982. Wesley is a key player on the 
Tide's team, helping Alabama win two tour- 
nament championships last season and post 
eight top five team finishes, Wesley Pate com- 
peted in all 12 tournaments for Alabama last 
season and had a 75.81 season stroke aver- 
age. 

Having a dad who's been a tour player has 
been a fun life for a golfing son. Last summer 
Wesley played in the Players’ Amateur and at- 
tended the British Open with his dad. The 
two joined forces last December to finish 
eighth at the PGAs Office Depot Father-Son 
Challenge. The Pates are from Pensacola, 
Florida. 

In the PGA, Pate shot a very respectable 73- 
70-143, just missing the cut. 


This Pate Is Third In World 

Alabama track and field All-America 
Miguel Pate tied for third in the long jump 
at the 2001 International Association of 
Athletics Federation Track and Field World 
Championships this summer, which gives 
him a world ranking of number three. His 
mark of 8,21 meters was second among 
Americans. 

Pate was to participate in the World 
University Games in Beijing, China begin- 
ning August 22. 


Track Signees 

The Alabama men’s track and field team 
added two more athletes to its 200] cross 
country and 2002 track rosters late this 
summer. The Tide signed Curtis McBride of 
Lauderhill, Florida, and Todd Fayant of 
Spokane, Washington, 

McBride, a graduate of Boyd H. Anderson 
High School, was a member of the 2000 
sprint medley national championship team 
at the outdoor Adidas Championships. 
Fayant is a two-lime team MYP for the 
Spokane Falls Community College cross 
country team. 


Softball Loses One 

The Alabama softball team received bad 
news when it learned that sophomore third 
baseman Lindsay Testa has retired from the 
sport due to back problems. 

“This is an extremely sad time for Lindsay, 
her family, and Alabama softball,” said 
Alabama Coach Patrick Murphy. “We felt 
she had a terrific future ahead of her, espe- 
cially considering the type of year she had as 
a freshman while playing through the back 
pain.” 

Testa, a native of West Palm Beach, 
Florida, hit .289 as a freshman with four 
home runs and 32 RBI, She ranked seventh 
in Southeastern Conference games in runs 
scored (19), fifth in the conference in sacri- 
fice flies, and was ranked in the top five on 
the team in 13 positive offensive categories. 
She also led the team in assists with 91. 

“We'll miss Lindsay's playing ability, but I 
think more importantly we'll miss her vocal 
leadership,” said Murphy. “She led the 
team on the field with her constant chatter 
and positive cheering.” He said Testa played 
last year with considerable back pain. 

Murphy will get his first look at the team 
without Testa when the Tide hosts Samford 
in a fall doubleheader at } p.m, Saturday, 
October 27. 


Check out the latest Bama Sports Art at 


www.thedowntowngallery.com 
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CRIMSON & WHITE 


1-800-735-2 


Call 24 Hours / 7 Days a Weeh 


(Frame sold separately) 


FEATURING DANIEL A. MOORE DRAWINGS 


T he Crimson & White 2002 Calendar features all thir- 
teen of the new pencil drawings shown above by 
nationally acclaimed artist Daniel A. Moore. 


eg E 
The artist has masterfully merged these beautiful 


original black and white drawings with other images and 
. design elements to produce artwork that is truly worthy 
ome framing. Each 12" x 12" drawing can be easily 
removed from the calendar and wee faux matting— 
so it can be framed with or without the use of mats. 
Calendar pages have been sealed with a special 
clear coating. Dry-erasable pens easily wipe clean with 
a tissue or paper towel. 


2002 Calendar $24.95 
PLUS TAX AND $4 SHIPPING CHARGE 


002 CALENDAR 


Pa Ns 
| 4; nh 


ONLY $24.95 


~~, Plus Tax and Shipping 


Nz Life Art is offering our specially-designed, 
easy-to-hang, no-hassle frame (shown above) 
for the ultimate presentation of your Daniel A. Moore 


Crimson & White 2002 Calendar in its fully opened posi- 


tion. The calendar easily slides in and out—allowing for 
the changing of months in just seconds. 
~ This ready-to-hang, beautiful hardwood frame 


measures approximately 15"x 28" and is reusable for 


years of calendars to come. It is “glassed” with a sheet 
of high-quality, writable/erasable Plexiglas which easily 
wipes clean. An attachable, dry-erasable pen (with 
crimson-colored ink) is included with each frame! 


Calendar Frame $59.95 
PLUS TAX AND $6 SHIPPING CHARGE 


NEW LIFE ART, INC. 


3600 Lornaridge Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 35216 © Visit us at our web site: www.newlifeart.com 
= ae ae Se ee eS er 


For VISA/MC/AMEX orders or for more information on Daniel Moore collectibles, call 1-800-735-2787 
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_SUITABLE FOR FRAMING! ° 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


NWNAKE THE BIG PLAY... 


The Magazine For The Grimson Tide Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 
Inside scoop On Grimson Tide FOOtDall. Not Just The Headlines. 


. ; : 


rhe facts and fig 


also get the story behind the 


story. We profile the stars 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, 


and even the stars of 
yesteryear as we remember 
Alabama tradition. And for 
the best and most accurate 
recruiting information, 
nothing compares. 


Priease Senp Me One Year 
Or ‘BAMA For Onty $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $ for. subscriptions. Alabama resi- 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


Q)Payment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 
"BAMA Magazine 
O Mastercard PO, Box 866104 
OVisa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
Bank Cardi Exp. Date__ 
Signature 


Please Print 
To: (Name). 


(Address) 
(City) State. Zip. = 


Daytime Phone Number. New Subscription. Renewal_ 


If This Is A Gift, 
Gift From: (Name) 


(Address) 


(City) 


up with all Alabama sports, 

August through May. Great _ 

gift idea, too! | 
Make the big play to 

get on the inside of Crimson 

Tide football. Return the 

coupon or for immediate 


service, just call toll-free 
1-800-713-2261. 
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